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Military base cuts 
affect schools, 
target ranges, more 

By ANDREW TAYLOR and LOLITA C. BALDOR 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Schools, target ranges and main¬ 
tenance facilities are among $3.6 billion in military base 
projects to be cut by President Donald Trump to pay for 
175 miles of fencing along the U.S.-Mexico border, stoking 
the ire of Capitol Hill Democrats, who promise they won’t 
replace the money needed to revive the projects. 
Projects in 23 states, 19 countries and three U.S. territories 
would be stalled or killed by the move, though just $1.1 
billion in cuts would strike the continental U.S., according 
to a list released Wednesday by the Pentagon. Almost 
$700 million would come from projects in U.S. territories, 
with another $1.8 billion coming from projects on over¬ 
seas bases. 

Continued on Page 4 



In this March 11, 2019 photo, construction crews replace a section of the primary wall separating 
San Diego, above right, and Tijuana, Mexico, below left, seen from Tijuana, Mexico. 

Associated Press 
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Shuttered shelter for migrant kids reopens in Phoenix 



This June 20, 2014 file photo shows the Southwest Key-Nueva Esperanza, in Brownsville, Texas, a 
facility that shelters unaccompanied immigrant children. 


By ASTRID GALVAN 
Associated Press 
PHOENIX (AP) — A national 
provider of shelters for im¬ 
migrant children has re¬ 
opened one of two Arizona 
facilities it was forced to 
shutter last year because of 
issues with employee back¬ 
ground checks. 

The Arizona Department 
of Health Services said 
Wednesday it approved an 
application by Southwest 
Key to reopen a Phoenix 
facility that can house up 
to 420 children. The shelters 
are for kids who traveled to 
the U.S. alone or were sep¬ 
arated from a relative. 

The shelter near downtown 
Phoenix has reopened after 
getting approval on Sun¬ 
day, Southwest Key spokes¬ 
man Neil Nowlin said. 
“There is a continuing need 
for beds in state licensed 
facilities, so we remain 
committed to providing 
compassionate care, edu¬ 
cation, recreation, voca¬ 
tional training and access 
to pro bono legal counsel 
to the youth in our shel¬ 
ters while our staff works to 
safely reunite the minors 
with a sponsor,” Nowlin said 


in a written statement. 

An investigation launched 
last year by the state's 
health department after 
several reports of abuse 
found Southwest Key didn’t 
have fingerprint records for 
some employees. It tem¬ 
porarily stopped taking in 
more children, closed two 
facilities and had to meet 


other criteria to stay open. 
Southwest Key has said it 
has resolved the issues and 
it is committed to caring for 
immigrant youths. 

An application to reopen 
the second shuttered fa¬ 
cility where authorities in¬ 
vestigated physical abuse 
but decided not to pursue 
charges is pending. That 


Associated Press 

facility in Youngtown, Ari¬ 
zona, just outside Phoenix, 
was closed last year amid 
reports that staff shoved 
and dragged unruly chil¬ 
dren. Videos released to 
reporters show staffers 
dragging children on the 
ground and shoving a boy 
against a door. 

Authorities investigated 


but decided not to pursue 
charges, saying there was 
“no reasonable likelihood 
of proving” the workers 
committed a crime. 

There have been numerous 
allegations of sexual abuse 
at different Southwest Key 
facilities in Arizona, includ¬ 
ing one made by the gov¬ 
ernment of El Salvador, 
which said it received re¬ 
ports of three children, 12 
to 17, who were sexually 
abused at unnamed shel¬ 
ters in the state. 

A year ago, police arrested 
a 33-year-old man on sus¬ 
picion of sexually abusing 
a 14-year-old girl at the 
same Southwest Key shelter 
where just weeks earlier first 
lady Melania Trump had 
taken a tour. 

The Border Patrol appre¬ 
hended more than 69,000 
people between October 
and the end of July, a sig¬ 
nificant spike over the last 
year. 

The government contracts 
with Southwest Key and 
other private companies to 
provide shelter to children 
while they are reunited with 
a relative or while their im¬ 
migration cases play out.Q 
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Carmakers to add alerts to prevent child heatstroke deaths 



In this Sunday, May 19, 2019, file photo lines of unsold vehicles 
sit at a dealership in Littleton, Colo. 

Associated Press 


By TOM KRISHER 
AP Auto Writer 
DETROIT (AP) — By the 2025 
model year, nearly all new 
vehicles sold in the U.S. will 
come with electronic alerts 
to remind people to not 
leave children behind in 
the back seats. 

Twenty automakers rep¬ 
resenting 98% of new ve¬ 
hicles sold have agreed to 
install reminders in an effort 
to stop heatstroke deaths. 
So far this year 39 children 
have died in the U.S. after 
being left alone in cars dur¬ 
ing hot weather. The advo¬ 
cacy group Kids and Cars 
says a record 54 children 
were killed last year. 
Vehicles would give drivers 
audible and visual alerts 
to check back seats every 
time they turn off the igni¬ 
tion. 

“Automakers have been 
exploring ways to address 
this safety issue, and this 


commitment underscores 
how such innovations and 
increased awareness can 
help children right now," 
David Schwietert, interim 
CEO of the Alliance of 
Automobile Manufactur¬ 
ers, a trade group that in¬ 
cludes a dozen large car 
companies. Members of 
Global Automakers, an as¬ 
sociation of manufacturers 
based outside the U.S., also 
are taking part. 
Automakers say the volun¬ 
tary agreement will get the 
alerts installed faster than 
a government regulation, 
which takes four to eight 
years. 

Only Tesla didn’t agree to 
the reminders, but it is not a 
member of either trade as¬ 
sociation. 

Several automakers al¬ 
ready are offering such a 
feature. 

General Motors, for in¬ 
stance, has a reminder on 


all of its four-door sedans, 
trucks and SUVs starting 
with the 2019 model year. 
The system issues alerts if the 
rear doors were opened 
before the start of a trip. 
Hyundai has pledged to 
make a similar system stan¬ 
dard on its vehicles by 2022. 
The auto alliance says the 
agreement is a minimum 
and doesn’t preclude au¬ 
tomakers from coming up 
with more sophisticated so¬ 
lutions. 

The U.S. House is consider¬ 
ing a bill that would require 
such alerts. 

Two House Democrats, 


Frank Pallone Jr. of New Jer¬ 
sey and Jan Schakowsky of 
Illinois, a co-sponsor of the 
bill, said the industry’s ac¬ 
tion was a step in the right 
direction, but history has 
shown that voluntary com¬ 
mitments don't necessarily 
bring meaningful action. 
“Congress must be vigi¬ 
lant and continue to pur¬ 
sue legislation that requires 
these companies to take 
the necessary steps to pro¬ 
tect children and holds the 
companies accountable," 
they said in a statement. 
Kids and Cars said that the 
auto industry’s move is a 


way to avoid binding gov¬ 
ernment regulations. 

An alert every time a ve¬ 
hicle is turned off wouldn't 
address nearly one-third of 
the hot car deaths in which 
children get into a car on 
their own and become 
trapped, the group said in 
a statement. 

“In order for a system to 
be effective and compre¬ 
hensive, the system must 
be able to detect the pres¬ 
ence of a rear seat oc¬ 
cupant, not just infer that 
there might be one,” the 
group saidO 
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Military base cuts affect schools, target ranges, more 



A rugged uphill section of the international border wall that runs through Organ Pipe National 
Monument is shown, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019 in Lukeville, Ariz. 

Associated Press 


Continued from Front 

Trump's move would take 
the biggest step yet in de¬ 
livering on his longstanding 
promise to build a wall to 
block immigrants from en¬ 
tering the country illegally. 
But that may come at the 
expense of projects that 
the Pentagon acknowl¬ 
edged may be difficult to 
fund anew. 

A senior defense official 
told reporters the Penta¬ 
gon is having conversations 
with members of Congress 
to urge them to restore the 
funding. The official agreed 
that the department has 
“a lot of work ahead of us,” 
considering that Congress 
has given no guarantee it 
will provide money for the 
defunded projects. The of¬ 
ficial was not authorized to 
discuss the details publicly 
so spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

In addition, new stretch¬ 
es of fencing proposed 
along the Rio Grande and 
through a wildlife refuge in 
Arizona promise to ignite 
legal battles that could de¬ 
lay the wall projects as well. 
The military base projects 
facing the chopping block 
tend to address less urgent 
needs like new parking at 
the U.S. Military Academy 
at West Point, New York, 
and a variety of small arms 
ranges at bases in Wiscon¬ 
sin and Oklahoma. But 
a “cyber ops facility" in 
Hampton, Virginia, and the 
expansion of a missile de¬ 
fense field at Fort Greeley, 
Alaska, face the ax, too. 
Trump has so far succeed¬ 
ed in building replacement 
barriers within the 654 miles 
of fencing built during the 
Obama and Bush adminis¬ 
trations. The funding shift will 
allow for about 115 miles of 
new pedestrian fencing in 
areas where there isn't any 
now. 

“The wall is being built. It’s 
going up rapidly,” Trump 


said Wednesday. “And we 
think by the end of next 
year, which will be some¬ 
time right after the elec¬ 
tion actually, but we think 
we're going to have close 
to 500 miles of wall, which 
will be complete.” 

New stretches of fencing 
are sure to spark legal bat¬ 
tles with angry landowners 
and environmentalists. The 
Pentagon plan also fuels 
the persistent controversy 
between the Trump admin¬ 
istration and Congress over 
immigration policies and 
the funding of the border 
wall. 

“It doesn’t take any input 
from the local communi¬ 
ties. It will take away from 
the private property rights," 
said Rep. Henry Cuellar, D- 
Texas. “We are going to do 
everything we can to stop 
the president.” 

Lawmakers who refused 
earlier this year to approve 
nearly $6 billion for the wall 
must now decide if they 
will restore the projects that 
are being used to provide 
the money. 

“To pay for his xenophobic 
border wall boondoggle. 
President Trump is about to 
weaken our national securi¬ 
ty by stealing billions of dol¬ 
lars from our military,” said 
Rep. Debbie Wasserman 
Schultz, D-Fla., who chairs 
a key military construction 
panel. “The House of Rep¬ 
resentatives will not backfill 
any projects he steals from 
today." 

One of the Senate’s most 
endangered Republicans 
in the 2020 election, Arizo¬ 
na Sen. Martha McSally, re¬ 
ported that her state is get¬ 
ting nicked for just $30 mil¬ 
lion from a project that was 
being delayed anyway. 
Georgia, where two po¬ 
tentially competitive Sen¬ 
ate races loom next year, 
would be spared entirely, 
though powerful Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch Mc¬ 
Connell, R-Ky., himself fac¬ 


ing re-election, would lose 
a $63 million middle school 
at Fort Campbell. 

“We need to secure our 
border and protect our 
military; we can and should 
do both,” McSally said. “I 
went to the mat to fight for 
Arizona projects and suc¬ 
ceeded.” 

Elaine McCusker, the Pen¬ 
tagon comptroller, said the 
now-unfunded projects are 
not being canceled. In¬ 
stead, the Pentagon is say¬ 
ing the military projects are 
being “deferred.” 

Congress approved $1,375 
billion for wall construction 
in this year's budget, same 
as the previous year and 
far less than the $5.7 bil¬ 
lion that the White House 
sought. Trump grudgingly 
accepted the money to 
end a 35-day government 
shutdown in February but 
simultaneously declared 
a national emergency to 
take money from other 
government accounts, 
identifying up to $8.1 billion 
for wall construction. 

The transferred funds in¬ 
clude $600 million from 


the Treasury Department’s 
asset forfeiture fund, $2.5 
billion from Defense De¬ 
partment counterdrug ac¬ 
tivities and now the $3.6 bil¬ 
lion pot for military housing 
construction announced 
Tuesday. 

The Pentagon reviewed 
the list of military projects 
and said none that provid¬ 
ed housing or critical infra¬ 


structure for troops would 
be affected, in the wake of 
recent scandals over poor 
living quarters for service 
members in several parts 
of the country. Defense of¬ 
ficials also said they would 
focus on projects set to 
begin in 2020 and beyond, 
with the hope that the 
money could eventually 
be restored by Congress. 
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Michigan to become 1st state 
to ban flavored e-cigarettes 


By DAVID EGGERT 
Associated Press 
LANSING, Mich. (AP) — 

Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer moved Wednes¬ 
day to make her state the 
first to ban flavored elec¬ 
tronic cigarettes, accusing 
companies of using candy 
flavors and deceptive ad¬ 
vertising to “hook children 
on nicotine.” 

The Democrat ordered the 
state health department 
to issue emergency rules 
that will prohibit the sale 
of flavored nicotine vap- 
ing products, including to 
adults, and the misleading 
marketing of e-cigarettes. 
Retailers will have 30 days 
to comply with the rules 
once they're filed in com¬ 
ing weeks. The rules will 
almost certainly be chal¬ 
lenged in court. 

New York last November 
began taking steps to bar 
the sale of flavored e-cig- 
arettes but withdrew pro¬ 
posed rules to allow more 
time for legal review. The 
federal government and 
states ban the sale of vap- 
ing products to minors, yet 
government survey figures 
show that last year, one 
in five U.S. high school stu¬ 
dents reported vaping in 
the previous month. Top 
government health offi¬ 
cials, including the surgeon 
general, have flagged the 
trend as an epidemic. 
“Right now, companies 
selling vaping products are 
using candy flavors to hook 
children on nicotine and 
misleading claims to pro¬ 
mote the belief that these 
products are safe. That 
ends today,” Whitmer said 
in a written statement, not¬ 
ing that Michigan’s chief 
medical executive deter¬ 
mined that youth vaping 
constitutes a public health 
emergency. 

As of last week, 215 pos¬ 
sible cases of severe pul¬ 
monary disease associated 
with the use of e-cigarettes 
had been reported by 25 
states, according to the 
Centers for Disease Con¬ 
trol and Prevention. Michi¬ 
gan officials are investigat¬ 
ing six such cases. At least 
two deaths in the U.S. have 
been linked to vaping, one 


announced in Illinois last 
month and another in Ore¬ 
gon announced this week. 
The Oregon death is the 
first linked by health officials 
to a product purchased at 
a marijuana dispensary. 
Whitmer’s move drew 
praise from public health 
advocates, school groups 
and Democratic lawmak¬ 
ers, but criticism from or¬ 
ganizations that advocate 
for vaping and some Re¬ 
publicans in the GOP-led 
Legislature. “This shame¬ 
less attempt at backdoor 
prohibition will close down 
several hundred Michigan 
small businesses and could 
send tens of thousands of 
ex-smokers back to deadly 
combustible cigarettes,” 
said Gregory Conley, presi¬ 
dent of the American Vap¬ 
ing Association. “These 
businesses and their cus¬ 
tomers will not go down 
without a fight. We look for¬ 
ward to supporting the law¬ 
suits that now appear nec¬ 
essary to protect the right 
of adults to access these 
harm reduction products." 
He said the ban would cre¬ 
ate a “massive” black mar¬ 
ket. He blamed the recent 
spate of illnesses on illegal 
vape pens that contain 
THC, the compound that 
gives marijuana its high. 
Health experts say nicotine 
is harmful to developing 
brains, and some research¬ 
ers worry addicted teens 
will eventually switch from 
vaping to smoking. 

The rise in teen vaping has 
been driven mainly by fla¬ 
vored cartridge-based 
products such as Juul. The 
odorless devices can be 
used discreetly in bath¬ 
rooms, hallways and even 
classrooms. Juul's execu¬ 
tives have disputed al¬ 
legations that they have 
marketed their products to 
teens, declaring that they 
have taken unprecedent¬ 
ed steps to combat under¬ 
age use of its e-cigarettes. 
Nearly 80% of underage 
teenagers who use e-cig- 
arettes and other tobac¬ 
co products cited flavors 
when asked why they took 
up the habit, according to 
government research. 
Battery-powered e-ciga¬ 


rettes, which have grown 
into a more than $6 billion- 
a-year industry, typically 
heat a flavored nicotine 
solution into an inhal- 
able aerosol. Juul controls 
roughly three-quarters of 
the U.S. retail market. 

It’s unclear what percent¬ 
age of the market may be 
affected by the ban, which 
would not apply to tobac¬ 
co-flavored products. Con¬ 
ley said more than half of 
vaping products are sold 
in vape shops, online or 
from other locations that 
are largely untracked, un¬ 
like those purchased at gas 
stations and convenience 
stores. He estimated that 
nearly every Michigan vap¬ 
ing shop, however, would 
lose at least 90% of its sales. 
State Rep. Beau LaFave, 
a Republican from Iron 


In this March 18, 2019, file photo, Michigan Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer listens to Democratic presidential candidate Sen. 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., in Clawson, Mich. 

Associated Press 


Mountain, criticized the 
governor's decision, which 
came three months after 
she signed laws barring 
minors from using e-ciga- 
rettes. “That’s an infringe¬ 
ment on adults,” he said. 
“This has nothing to do with 
children. This is only about 
Gov. Whitmer taking her 
liberal beliefs and feeling 
that she knows better than 
everybody else, and they 


can't make the decision 
for themselves.” 

Most experts agree the 
aerosol is less harmful than 
cigarette smoke because 
it does not contain most 
of the cancer-causing 
byproducts of burning to¬ 
bacco. But there is virtually 
no research on the long¬ 
term effects of the vaping 
chemicals, some of which 
are toxic. □ 
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California lawmakers OK vaccine limits; Newsom seeks changes 






,s the nbv 

RIGHTS 

Movement 



HasMa 


Denise Aguilar, right, joins others in a march through the Capitol to protest the state Legislature’s 
passage of a measure to crack down on doctors who sell fraudulent medical exemptions for 
vaccinations, in Sacramento, Calif., Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019. 


By DON THOMPSON and 
KATHLEEN RONAYNE 
Associated Press 
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (AP) 

— California lawmakers 
sent Gov. Gavin Newsom 
a measure designed to 
crack down on doctors 
who sell fraudulent medi¬ 
cal exemptions for vac¬ 
cinations on Wednesday, 
even as Newsom sought 
last-minute changes to one 
of the year's most conten¬ 
tious bills. 

Democratic Sen. Richard 
Pan of Sacramento said 
that Newsom didn’t speak 
to him before announcing 
he wanted changes late 
Tuesday, though he said 
there had been preliminary 
discussions in recent weeks. 
Newsom previously prom¬ 
ised to sign the bill that sen¬ 
ators approved on a 28-11 
vote. Pan noted pointedly. 
But Pan said he’s willing 
to talk to Newsom about 
other changes before law¬ 
makers adjourn next week, 
though he didn’t commit 
to supporting what New¬ 
som has laid out. 

The measure headed to 
Newsom's desk would al¬ 
low state public health offi¬ 
cials to investigate doctors 
who grant more than five 
medical exemptions in a 
year and schools with vac¬ 
cination rates of less than 
95%. 

“The intent of the bill is 
to keep children safe," 


Pan said. He said lower 
vaccination rates erode 
the “community immu¬ 
nity” that limits measles 
outbreaks like those that 
reached their highest level 
in decades this year. 
Newsom’s newly proposed 
amendments would make 
clear that enforcement 
will start next year, mean¬ 
ing doctors who previously 
granted a high number 
of medical exemptions 
won't face extra scrutiny. 
They would also remove 
a requirement that doc¬ 
tors swear under penalty 
of perjury that they are 
not charging fees to fill out 
medical exemption forms 
or conducting related 
medical examinations. 

They would insure that an 
expert panel reviewing ap¬ 
peals of exemption denials 
could consider additional 
information from the doc¬ 
tor beyond the exemption 
form. And they would ex¬ 
empt the individual medi¬ 
cal forms from being made 
public. 

Newsom spokesman Na¬ 
than Click said Wednesday 
that the additional chang¬ 
es are needed to clarify 
the rules and had been 
relayed to lawmakers be¬ 
fore this week’s votes. Law¬ 
makers could still consider 
the governor’s proposed 
amendments in a separate 
bill before they adjourn for 
the year on Sept. 13, Click 


said. 

This is the second time 
Newsom has expressed 
concerns with the bill, 
and it wasn’t clear what 
prompted his most recent 
concerns. 

California Medical Associa¬ 
tion President David Aizuss 
said in a statement that his 
organization looks forward 
to Newsom signing the bill. 
But he did not address the 
governor's latest proposed 
changes, and spokesman 
Anthony York did not im¬ 
mediately comment. 
“We're every excited and 
happy that it has passed 
through the Legislature,” 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics, California, chief 
executive Kris Calvin said. 
“We assume he will stand 
by what he said and sign 
that bill." 

Both organizations have 
been among the bill's 
major backers, but Calvin 


said Newsom had not ap¬ 
proached her about his lat¬ 
est proposed changes. 
Protesters yelled from the 
Senate gallery during and 
after the lengthy debate, 
forcing the Senate to re¬ 
cess while order was re¬ 
stored. Several lawmakers, 
including Republicans who 
strongly opposed the bill, 
nonetheless criticized some 
opponents for going too 
far to disrupt the legislative 
process. One vaccination 
opponent faces a misde¬ 
meanor assault charge af¬ 
ter forcefully shoving Pan 
earlier this month, a con¬ 
frontation that the activist 
filmed and shared on social 
media. 

“Please respect the deco¬ 
rum of the house,” warned 
Senate Republican Leader 
Shannon Grove of Bakers¬ 
field as protesters tried to 
shout Pan down. Nonethe¬ 
less, Grove said most op- 


Associated Press 

ponents are so emotional 
because “they feel from 
the depths of their soul that 
they are fighting for their 
children's life and their exis¬ 
tence to be happy, healthy 
kids.” 

The protesters gathered 
outside Newsom’s office af¬ 
ter the vote, and Newsom 
adviser Daniel Zingale was 
seen taking some aside for 
a private meeting. 

“The most important Dem¬ 
ocrat, the only one left 
now, is Gavin Newsom," 
Heidi Munoz Gleisner, who 
stood in front of Newsom's 
office door, told a crowd 
that had gathered. She 
urged people to post on 
social media that the bill 
is not creating a “#Califor- 
niaForAII,” the slogan New¬ 
som's office has used to 
promote his policies, and 
to send similar messages 
to Newsom's wife, Jennifer 
Siebel Newsom. □ 
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NYPD: Fewer 
arrests since ‘I can’t 
breathe’ officer’s firing 



New York City Police Commissioner James O'Neill, left, and 
Mayor Bill de Blasio confer during the monthly crime briefing 
at New York City Police Department headquarters, Wednesday 
Sept. 4, 2019. 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Arrests 
totals in New York City have 
plunged in the two weeks 
since the police depart¬ 
ment fired an officer for the 
2014 chokehold death of 
Eric Garner, pointing to a 
possible slowdown amid a 
heated response to the fir¬ 
ing from the officers’ union. 
Felony arresfs are down 
abouf 11% and misde¬ 
meanor arrests are down 
about 17% since Officer 
Daniel Pantaleo’s Aug. 19 
firing, compared with the 
average daily totals for 
the rest of the year, Po¬ 
lice Commissioner James 
O'Neill said Wednesday. At 
the same time, the NYPD 
has seen a 32% drop in 
moving violations, he said. 
O'Neill stopped short of 
saying the declines were 
the result of an intentional 
slowdown. He said he and 
other department leaders 
are studying data such as 
sick time usage, response 
times, radio backlogs and 
enforcement activity to 
pinpoint where and why 
fewer arrests are occurring. 
“We have expectations 
that our officers perform,” 
O'Neill said. 

The head of the officers’ 
union hinted at a possible 
slowdown following Panfa- 
leo’s firing for using what a 
department administrative 


judge deemed a banned 
chokehold. Garner's dying 
words after the confronta¬ 
tion with the white officer, 
“I can’t breathe,” became 
a rallying cry for the Black 
Lives Matter movement. 

Pat Lynch, the president of 
the Police Benevolent As¬ 
sociation, said in the wake 
of the firing that officers 
would continue to uphold 
their oath to serve and pro¬ 
tect the public, but not “by 
needlessly jeopardizing our 
careers or personal safety.” 
Lynch said it was time for 
each officer “to make 
their own choice” and that 
the union urged them to 
“proceed with the utmost 
caution in this new real¬ 
ity, in which they may be 
deemed ‘reckless’ just for 
doing their job.” 

A few weeks earlier, when 
an adminisfrafive judge 
recommended that Pan- 
taleo be fired. Lynch urged 
officers to “take it a step 
slower” when responding 
to 911 calls and to wait for 
a supervisor instead of us¬ 
ing physical force on an 
uncooperative suspect. 
Last week, Lynch's union 
approved no confidence 
resolutions Wednesday 
calling for O'Neill’s immedi¬ 
ate resignation and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s removal from 
office. 

De Blasio, who earlier 
said the city wouldn’t ac¬ 


cept a slowdown, said 
Wednesday: “Our officers 
are keeping people safe 
and they’re acting like 
professionals. And if there 
are some sporadic issues, 
they’ll be dealt with.” 

The city has been seeing a 
systematic drop in summons 
and arrest totals since 2014 
amid an overall reduction 
in crime, but enforcement 
activity after Pantaleo's fir¬ 
ing has declined af a rate 
greater than the annual 
decline police see in each 
category of enforcemenf, 
the NYPD said. 

Before Pantaleo’s firing, the 
city was averaging about 
237 felony arrests and 373 
misdemeanor arrests per 
day this year. Since then, 
it’s averaging 210 felony ar¬ 
rests and 311 misdemeanor 
arrests per day. 

Part of the drop in misde¬ 
meanor arrests of late may 
be the result of a marijuana 
decriminalization law that 
went into effect in the state 


Associated Press 

on Aug. 28, O'Neill said. 

The friction surrounding 
Pantaleo's firing comes 
amid a rash of incidents 
involving members of the 
public attacking police of¬ 
ficers. On Friday in Queens 
and Monday in Brooklyn, 
officers shof and killed men 
who had fired guns af their 
vehicles. 

On Tuesday in the Bronx, 
people displaced from a 
burning aparfmenf build¬ 
ing starting fighting with 
officers in the street, includ¬ 
ing a woman who was ar¬ 
rested for allegedly tearing 
off an officer’s body cam¬ 
era. That was after videos 
posted on social media in 
July showed people in vari¬ 
ous parts of the city pouring 
buckets of water on patrol 
officers. 

“This is nof a new thing,” 
O’Neill said. “This happens, 
and when it happens there 
have to be consequences 
for it. As police officers, we 
have to take action. 


Judge lets man sue after DMV rejects 
specialty license plate 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — A 

U.S. judge ruled a soccer 
fan can sue the California 
Department of Mofor Ve¬ 
hicles and claim it violated 
his freedom of speech by 
rejecting his request for a 
specialty license plate. 
Jonathan Kotler, a devot¬ 
ed fan of Britain’s Fulham 
Football Club, sued the 
DMV after it refused to is¬ 
sue him a license plate 
lettered “COYW,” short for 
“Come On You Whites” 
and the fans’ regular 
chant for their white-jer- 
seyed players. 


The DMV told Kotler the 
lettering has “connota¬ 
tions offensive to good 
taste and decency." 

U.S. District Judge George 
Wu in Los Angeles refused 
last week to dismiss the 
lawsuit by Kotler, a Univer¬ 
sity of Southern California 
journalism law professor, 
the San Francisco Chroni¬ 
cle reported Wednesday. 
California sought the dis¬ 
missal, saying all vehicle 
license plates constitute 
speech by the govern¬ 
ment. Wu disagreed. 

With thousands of differ¬ 


ently lettered plates is¬ 
sued each year, “it strains 
believability to argue 
that viewers perceive the 
government as speaking 
through personalized van¬ 
ity plates,” the judge said 
about the DMV's conten¬ 
tion. 

DMV regulations define 
“offensive” plates as in¬ 
cluding those with any 
sexual connotation, as 
well as any term that is vul¬ 
gar, racist, profane, insult¬ 
ing or degrading. 

Wu noted in his ruling 
that British media refer fo 


the Fulham club as “the 
Whites” while Chelsea, an¬ 
other London soccer club, 
is known as “the Blues,” for 
the color of its jerseys. 

New Zealand’s national 
rugby team is the “All 
Blacks.” 

In court filings, state law¬ 
yers argued that the 
public knows the DMV 
approves messages on li¬ 
cense plates and would 
assume that those mes¬ 
sages came from the 
state. 

The DMV declined to com¬ 
ment on Wu’s rulingO 
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Italy's Conte forms new coalition of populists and Democrats 



Italian Premier Giuseppe Conte arrives at Rome’s Quirinale Presidential Palace, Wednesday, Sept. 
4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By FRANCES D’EMILIO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italian Premier 
Giuseppe Conte forged a 
new coalition government 
Wednesday that teams up 
the populist 5-Star Move¬ 
ment and center-left Dem¬ 
ocrats in an unusual alli¬ 
ance of rivals to banish for 
now the specter of early 
election that likely could 
have seen the triumph of 
Italy’s fast-rising right-wing 
forces. 

Six days after President Ser¬ 
gio Mattarella asked him 
to try to form a new gov¬ 
ernment, Conte reported 
back to the presidential 
Quirinal Palace that he had 
succeeded with a coalition 
of two long-bitter rivals. 
Conte and his new minis¬ 
ters will be sworn in Thurs¬ 
day. The premier said they 
would “dedicate our best 
energies, our abilities, our 
passion for making Italy 
better in the interest of all 
Italians.” 

The prime minister’s first, 
14-month-old government 
collapsed last month when 
anti-migrant Interior Minis¬ 
ter Matteo Salvini yanked 
his League party out of 
Conte’s coalition. 

Buoyed by months of rising 
popularity in opinion polls 
and the European Parlia¬ 
ment elections, Salvini bet, 
wrongly it turned out, that 
his surprise late-summer 
pullout would prompt a fall 


election to give him the 
premiership. 

But after days of haggling, 
Parliament’s largest opposi¬ 
tion force, the Democratic 
Party, and the 5-Star Move¬ 
ment, long-bitter rivals, 
hammered out a deal. 

“We stopped Salvini, and 
merely the announcement 
of this (new) phase is mak¬ 
ing Italy again a protago¬ 
nist in Europe,” said Nicola 
Zingaretti. the Democratic 
Party’s staunchly pro-Euro- 
pean Union leader, 

Markets appeared to re¬ 
act favorably. Milan’s stock 
exchange index rose by 


1.64%. The benchmark 
spread between 10-year 
German and Italian trea¬ 
sury bonds, which had 
been shrinking in the last 
days as the new govern¬ 
ment deal was looking 
firmer, dropped 10 points 
in one day, in a further sign 
Wednesday that investors 
were reassured. 

Salvini professed confi¬ 
dence on Wednesday 
that he and his nationalist 
party will soon be back in 
power. The new govern¬ 
ment “can’t escape from 
the judgment of Italians for 
long,” he tweeted. He pre¬ 


dicted that “in the end we 
will win.” 

Conte gave no hint 
Wednesday how his gov¬ 
ernment would grapple 
with the country's thorny 
migrant problem that has 
propelled the right-wing to 
the top of opinion polls or 
what kind of relationship 
the new coalition, with the 
euro-skeptic Movement, 
would mold with European 
Union leaders in Brussels. 
Salvini had exploited his 
role as interior minister to 
boost popularity among his 
voter base by stiffening a 
crackdown on humanitar¬ 


ian ships rescuing migrants 
at sea. His League party 
blames migrants for crime. 
Replacing him as interior 
minister will be Luciana 
Lamorgese, a non-partisan 
immigration expert who re¬ 
cently served as an interior 
ministry official in Milan. 

Both the Democrats and 
the 5-Stars have vowed to 
keep pressing the Europe¬ 
an Union for some system¬ 
atic way to take the bur¬ 
den off countries like Italy, 
Greece, Spain and Malta, 
whose shores are the des¬ 
tinations of asylum-seekers, 
refugees and other mi¬ 
grants who are smuggled 
by human traffickers. 
Salvini’s archrival and fel¬ 
low deputy premier in the 
government he brought 
down. Movement leader 
Luigi Di Maio, becomes for¬ 
eign minister. 

Helping to shore up his ma¬ 
jority in both chambers is 
the inclusion in the new co¬ 
alition of one minister from 
a tiny left-wing party. Ro¬ 
berto Speranza, who broke 
with the Democrats two 
years ago, will be health 
minister in the new govern¬ 
ment. 

Key posts include Rober¬ 
to Gualtieri, as economy 
minister. A Democrat, he'll 
bring valuable insights into 
EU thinking since he heads 
the European Parliament's 
commission on economy 
and finance. a 


France’s Macron to launch controversial pension overhaul 


By SYLVIE CORBET 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — French Presi¬ 
dent Emmanuel Macron 
has held a special govern¬ 
ment meeting to discuss 
ways to launch an over¬ 
haul of the pension system 
that has the potential to 
raise the ire of the so-called 
yellow vest protesters. 
Macron gathered govern¬ 
ment members Wednes¬ 
day at the president’s 
Elysee Palace in the pres¬ 
ence of High Commissioner 
Jean-Paul Delevoye, who 
was appointed this week to 
drive the reform program. 
Macron has said the chang¬ 
es would make the public 
pension system “fairer." The 
French pensions system is 



Newly appointed French High Commissioner for Pension 
Reform Jean-Paul Delevoye stands by French Junior Minister for 
European Affairs Amelie de Montchalin, French Government's 
spokesperson Sibeth Ndiaye and French Overseas Minister 
Annick Girardin, at the start of his first cabinet meeting at the 
Elysee Palace in Paris, France, Wednesday Sept. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 

widely expected to fall into cade and the government 
deficit over the coming de- is under pressure to make it 


more sustainable for the fu¬ 
ture. The government also 
wants to apply the same 
rules to all new pensioners 
in order to replace the 42 
different systems specific 
to certain jobs. Macron has 
promised the legal retire¬ 
ment age will remain at 62 
but new conditions might 
in effect mean those enter¬ 
ing retirement in the future 
may have to work longer. 
The average French pen¬ 
sion this year stands at 1,400 
euros per month ($1,500 
per month) once taxes are 
deducted, according to a 
government report. 

The reforms have the po¬ 
tential to re-ignite the yel¬ 
low vest movement, which 
petered out during the 


summer after months of 
protests against Macron’s 
economic reform program. 
Some labor unions have 
voiced worries that the pro¬ 
posed pension changes 
will make people work lon¬ 
ger and reduce pensions. 
Strikes and protests have 
already been scheduled 
for this month. 

Prime Minister Edouard 
Philippe will meet with work¬ 
ers unions and employer or¬ 
ganizations later this week. 
Ordinary people will also 
be able to take part in the 
debate through public 
meetings with government 
members and contribu¬ 
tions on a specific website, 
Philippe said in a news con¬ 
ference Wednesday.Q 
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Lagarde defends ECB’s low rates as she prepares to take over 


tral Bank’s extraordinary ECB beginning Nov. 1. etary issues “I want the 

measures - such as bond Based in Frankfurt, Ger- people of the euro area to 
purchases and negative many, the ECB sets interest understand why decisions 
interest rates, which have rate benchmarks and su- are being made.” 



Incoming President of the European Central Bank Christine Lagarde speaks to the European 
Parliament’s Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee in Brussels, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By DAVID McHUGH 
Associated Press 
FRANKFURT, Germany (AP) 

— Incoming European 
Central Bank head Chris¬ 
tine Lagarde is defend¬ 
ing the bank’s record low 
rates and other stimulus 
measures as she prepares 
to take over with the econ¬ 
omy facing trouble from 
trade wars and Brexit. 
During hearings in the Euro¬ 
pean parliament Wednes¬ 
day, Lagarde said the job 
requires both a commit¬ 
ment to the basic man¬ 
date to keep prices stable 
and the “agility” to come 
up with new ways to meet 
unforeseen trouble. 
Lagarde, who has been 
nominated by European 
governments to succeed 
Mario Draghi on Nov. 1, is 
preparing for the new job 
at a time of heightened un¬ 
certainty about the econ¬ 
omy, both in Europe and 
around the world. 

She would take over just as 
Britain is scheduled to leave 
the European Union. If that 
happens without a divorce 
agreement to smooth 
trade, it could disrupt busi¬ 
ness dealings between the 
U.K. and the 27 remaining 
members. Europe's trade- 
focused industries are fac¬ 
ing further turmoil from the 
U.S.-China trade conflict. 
U.S. President Donald Trump 
has imposed tariffs on Chi¬ 
nese goods as he seeks to 
overhaul trade relations 
with Beijing; uncertainty 
over tariffs has sideswiped 
the 19-country eurozone 
as businesses delay invest¬ 
ments and new orders. 

At her hearing in Brussels, 
Lagarde expressed sup¬ 
port for the European Cen- 


drawn criticism, especially 
in Germany, for reducing 
savers' returns, among oth¬ 
er things. 

The 63-year-old lawyer ar¬ 
gued that the measures 
had helped create 11 mil¬ 
lion new jobs since 2013 
and eased financial tur¬ 
moil. 

Without such measures 
“the crisis would have been 
a lot worse,” she said. 
Lagarde said she agrees 
with the bank's view that 
the economy would need 
monetary support “for an 
extended period of time.” 
Lagarde resigned from the 
IMF effective Sept. 12 after 
European leaders nominat¬ 
ed her for an eight-year, 
non-renewable term at the 


pervises banks for the 19 EU 
member countries that use 
the euro as a currency. Its 
policies have wide-ranging 
impact on inflation, em¬ 
ployment, business borrow¬ 
ing costs and the prices 
of assets such as stocks, 
bonds, currencies and real 
estate. The ECB’s ability to 
act swiftly set it apart from 
European Union leaders as 
the eurozone economy’s 
first line of defense during 
the debt crisis. 

Lagarde said she would 
aim to communicate clear¬ 
ly with the public to explain 
the bank's decisions. She 
said that while “financial 
market operators” were 
likely to understand the 
ECB’s message on mon- 


Lagarde is not an econo¬ 
mist, although she is versed 
in finance after serving as 
French finance minister 
and head of the IMF. She 
said that at the IMF she 
had asked staff to improve 
communication by not us¬ 
ing confusing acronyms. 
She praised the “agility” 
that led the bank under 
Draghi to come up with 
new tools to confront the 
crisis over heavily indebt¬ 
ed governments and then 
a period of low inflation 
that threatened to lead to 
chronic economic stagna¬ 
tion. Those unusual tools 
have included a negative 
interest rate for deposits 
from banks - to push them 
to lend the money instead 


of leaving it at the ECB - 
and a promise to purchase 
the bonds of countries fac¬ 
ing excessive borrowing 
costs. 

Some of those tools have 
faced criticism, in particular 
from German news media 
and politicians. Some crit¬ 
ics say they have led to low 
returns for savers and that 
stimulus has reduced the 
incentive to reform finan¬ 
cially shaky governments. 
Draghi's announcement of 
the bond-purchase prom¬ 
ise in 2012 is credited with 
defusing the debt crisis, so 
much so that the backstop 
was never actually used. 
The hearing preceded a 
vote by the full parliament 
on the nomination, though 
the parliament cannot 
block the nomination. In 
2012 they voted against 
the appointment of Yves 
Mersch to the ECB’s top 
executive board to under¬ 
line their displeasure at the 
lack of female candidates 
for top ECB posts. The euro¬ 
zone leaders made the ap¬ 
pointment anyway. 
Analysts say the ECB could 
add new stimulus measures 
at its Sept. 12 meeting. La¬ 
garde said she could not 
comment on the upcom¬ 
ing meeting since she’s not 
in office yet.Q 



SB wjLLJ 


fucaiiyyii 

facebook.com/ambatoday/ 





















THURSDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 


A10 lWORLD NEWS 



A look at Saudi Aramco’s much anticipated, delayed IPO 


i 



In this Sept. 25, 1990 file photo, oil pipelines snake through the port area of the Aramco facility at 
Ras Tannura, Saudi Arabia. 


By AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
DUBAI, United Arab Emir¬ 
ates (AP) — Saudi Arabia is 
renewing its push to public¬ 
ly sell shares of Saudi Aram¬ 
co, the state-owned oil firm 
that’s seen as the country’s 
crown jewel. 

Crown Prince Mohammed 
bin Salman is the architect 
of the effort to list Aramco, 
touting it as a way to raise 
capital for the kingdom's 
sovereign wealth fund, 
which would then develop 
new cities and lucrative 
projects across Saudi Ara¬ 
bia. 

It’s part of a high stakes 
economic transforma¬ 
tion spearheaded by the 
prince, who as heir to the 
throne is racing to reduce 
youth unemployment and 
prepare the kingdom for a 
future that’s less reliant on 
oil for survival. 

As Aramco moves toward 
a possible IPO in the com¬ 
ing years, a new board 
chairman was named this 
week in an effort to put dis¬ 
tance between the com¬ 
pany and the government. 
The company also recently 
released its earnings figures 
for the first time in recent 
memory, showing Aramco 
to be the world’s most prof¬ 
itable company. It also an¬ 
nounced the acquisition of 
a nearly $70 billion stake in 
Saudi petrochemical firm 
SABIC, which would boost 
its downstream business. 


Here’s a closer look at Ar¬ 
amco’s much-anticipated 
IPO. 

WHAT DOES THE PUBLIC 
KNOW ABOUT ARAMCO’S 
WORTH? 

Aramco gave a rare 
glimpse into its financials 
this year, revealing net 
profits of $111 billion and 
revenue close to $356 bil¬ 
lion for 2018. By contrast, 
Apple booked a net profit 
of about $60 billion in its last 
full year. Royal Dutch Shell 
had net income of $23 bil¬ 
lion and Exxon Mobil $21 
billion. 

Prince Mohammed has put 
Aramco’s overall valuation 


at more than $2 trillion, but 
even as analysts estimate a 
figure closer to $1.5 billion 
or less, it would still be the 
world’s biggest IPO. 
Meanwhile, an indepen¬ 
dent audit showed Saudi 
Arabia has 268.5 billion 
barrels of proven crude oil 
reserves as of the end of 
2017. Aramco produced 
about 10.3 million barrels 
per day of crude oil in 2018. 

WHEN AND WHERE IS THE 
IPO? 

The crown prince first an¬ 
nounced in 2016 that up to 
5% of the company would 
be listed on the Saudi 
Tadawul stock exchange 


Associated Press 

and an international ex¬ 
change. 

He initially said the IPO 
could happen as early as 
2017. The kingdom now 
says the IPO could happen 
in 2020 or 2021. 

Saudi Arabia has not said 
which international ex¬ 
change it will list Aramco 
on. Several indications 
point to Hong Kong or 
Tokyo as the preferred 
choice, in part because 
there's a huge and grow¬ 
ing demand for Saudi oil in 
Asian markets. 

London and New York 
stock exchanges have also 
courted an Aramco list¬ 
ing, but the state-owned 


company would face au¬ 
dits and be held to a level 
of transparency that the 
Saudi government, led by 
the royal family, may seek 
to avoid. It could also face 
lawsuits in the U.S., where 
Congress passed a bill al¬ 
lowing families of Sept. 11 
victims to sue the kingdom 
for the attacks if found le¬ 
gally liable. 

WHAT DOES AN IPO MEAN 
FOR SAUDI ARABIA? 

The crown prince has said 
the goal of publicly listing 
part of Aramco is to make 
the kingdom less depen¬ 
dent on oil for revenue. 
Prince Mohammed has 
said that ownership of Ar¬ 
amco will be transferred 
to the kingdom’s Public In¬ 
vestment Fund, aiding the 
sovereign wealth fund's 
ability to raise money to re¬ 
invest in domestic projects. 
When Aramco earnings are 
transferred to the sovereign 
wealth fund, Saudi revenue 
will be technically drawn 
from investments rather 
than oil. Some analysts, 
however, say this is merely 
a shift in balance sheets 
rather than an actual move 
to lessen the government's 
dependence on oil rev¬ 
enues and that, ultimately, 
the crown prince's ability 
to transform the economy 
is not dependent on an 
Aramco IPO, but on good 
governance and a vibrant 
private sectorO 


Israeli PM pays pre-election trip to volatile West Bank city 


By MOSHE EDRI 
Associated Press 
HEBRON, West Bank (AP) 

— Israel’s prime minister 
visited the volatile West 
Bank city of Hebron under 
tight security on Wednes¬ 
day in a move widely per¬ 
ceived as a bid to garner 
support from ultranation¬ 
alists ahead of elections in 
less than two weeks. 
Benjamin Netanyahu de¬ 
livered a speech outside a 
contested holy site known 
to Jews as the Tomb of the 
Patriarchs and to Muslims 
as the Ibrahimi Mosque. 
He said that Hebron would 
not become “Juden- 
rein" — a term used by 


Nazi Germany for “free of 
Jews." 

“We are not strangers in 
Hebron, we will remain 
here forever,” he said, 
speaking at a podium 
flanked by bullet-proof 
shielding. The prime minis¬ 
ter’s office said Netanya¬ 
hu’s security detail deter¬ 
mined the level of protec¬ 
tion for his visit to the West 
Bank city. 

Under interim peace ac¬ 
cords of the 1990s, Hebron 
is divided between Israeli 
and Palestinian zones of 
control. 

Hundreds of ultranation¬ 
alist Israeli settlers live in 
heavily guarded enclaves 


amid tens of thousands of 
Palestinians. 

Relations between the 
sides are poor. In 1994, 
a Jewish ultranationalist 
militant carried out a mass 
shooting in the Ibrahimi 
Mosque, killing 29 worship¬ 
pers and wounding scores 
of others before he was 
killed. The city remains a 
frequent flashpoint of vio¬ 
lence. 

In his first visit to the city 
since 1998, Netanyahu at¬ 
tended a memorial cer¬ 
emony marking the 90th 
anniversary of a massacre 
of Hebron’s Jewish com¬ 
munity in which 67 people 
were killed. □ 


^ ' 1 



Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, gestures as he 
speaks during a ceremony near Hebron’s holiest site, known 
to Jews as the Tomb of the Patriarchs and to Muslims as the 
Ibrahimi Mosque in the Israeli controlled part of the West Bank 
city of Hebron, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Indonesian human rights lawyer accused of inciting protests 



Papuan students, with their body and face painted with the colors of the banned separatist 
‘Morning Star' flag, shout slogans during a rally in Medan, North Sumatra, Indonesia, Saturday, 
Aug. 31,2019. 


Associated Press 
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) 

— Indonesian police on 
Wednesday accused a 
human rights lawyer of 
spreading information on 
Twitter that incited vio¬ 
lent protests in the restive 
Papua region, in a deci¬ 
sion that a rights group said 
was an appalling attack on 
freedom of expression. 

East Java police chief Luki 
Hermawan said Veronica 
Koman intentionally spread 
information about the 
harsh arrests of 43 Papuan 
students at a dormitory in 
East Java's Surabaya city 
through her Twitter ac¬ 
count, sparking protests in 
West Papua and Papua 
provinces. 

“She was very active in 
spreading provocative 
news,” Hermawan said at 
a news conference. 
Koman, who has provided 
legal aid to many Pap¬ 
uan political activists and 
documented human rights 
violations in Papua, could 
face up to six years in jail 
and a fine of 1 billion rupi¬ 
ah ($70,700) if found guilty 
under Indonesia’s criminal 
code and electronic in¬ 
formation and transaction 
law. 

Hermawan said police will 
request assistance from 


the Indonesian State Intel¬ 
ligence Agency and Inter¬ 
pol in tracking her location. 
Police believe she is cur¬ 
rently abroad. 

Thousands of Papuans 
have demonstrated in 
the past week for the re¬ 
gion’s independence and 
against racist remarks by 
security forces. The protests 
were triggered by videos 
circulated on the internet 
showing security forces 


calling Papuan students 
“monkeys” and “dogs” in 
Surabaya, Indonesia’s sec¬ 
ond largest city. 

Human rights group Am¬ 
nesty International con¬ 
demned the accusations 
against Koman as an at¬ 
tack on freedom of expres¬ 
sion and a brazen attempt 
to silence a brave activist. 
“These charges are clearly 
intended to deter others 
from speaking out against 


Associated Press 

human rights violations 
related to Papua,” the 
group’s executive director 
for Indonesia, Usman Ha¬ 
mid, said in a statement. 

He called on Indonesian 
authorities to immediate¬ 
ly drop the accusations 
against Koman. 

National police spokesman 
Dedi Prasetyo earlier said 
that police also arrested 
an Indonesian woman and 
man accused of inciting 


local Indonesian people 
in Surabaya to besiege a 
dormitory where Papuan 
students stayed after a torn 
Indonesian flag was found 
in a sewer. Several po¬ 
lice and soldiers have also 
been suspended while be¬ 
ing investigated for alleg¬ 
edly insulting the students. 
Police have arrested more 
than 40 people suspected 
of taking part in violent pro¬ 
tests in the region. 

Wiranto, the coordinating 
minister of politics, law and 
security, said Wednesday 
that at least four civilians 
and a soldier were killed in 
the protests in Papua prov¬ 
ince. Several government 
buildings, offices, shops, 
cars and gas station were 
burned. 

Wiranto, who uses one 
name, said the situation is 
now under control despite 
small protests in some plac¬ 
es. 

Conflicts between indig¬ 
enous Papuans and Indo¬ 
nesian security forces are 
common in the impover¬ 
ished Papua region, which 
Indonesia took control 
more than half a century 
ago. It was formally incor¬ 
porated into the country in 
1969 after a U.N.-sponsored 
ballot that was seen as a 
sham by many.# 


Japan briefs diplomats to wipe 
Fukushima nuke water concerns 



This Jan. 25, 2019, file photo shows water tanks containing 
contaminated water that has been treated at the Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear plant in Okuma town, Fukushima prefecture, 
northeastern Japan. 

Associated Press 


By MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan tried 
to reassure foreign diplo¬ 
mats Wednesday about 
safety at the crippled Fuku¬ 
shima nuclear plant amid 
concerns about massive 
amounts of treated but ra¬ 
dioactive water stored in 
tanks. 

Diplomats from 22 coun¬ 
tries and regions attended 
a briefing at the Foreign 


Ministry, where Japanese 
officials stressed the impor¬ 
tance of combating rumors 
about safety at the plant, 
which was decimated by 
the 2011 earthquake and 
tsunami, while pledging 
transparency. 

The plant’s operator, To¬ 
kyo Electric Power Co., or 
TEPCO, said last month that 
it would run out of storage 
space for the water in 2022, 
prompting South Korea to 


raise safety questions amid 
tensions with Japan that 
have intensified over trade 
and history. South Korea 
was among those repre¬ 
sented at Wednesday’s 
briefing. 

The water has been a 
source of concern, spark¬ 
ing rumors about safety, 
especially as Japan tries to 
get countries to lift restric¬ 
tions on food imports from 
in and around Fukushima 


ahead of the 2020 Tokyo 
Olympics. Import restric¬ 
tions are still in place in 22 


countries and regions, in¬ 
cluding South Korea and 
China.Q 
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Brazil’s Bolsonaro praises 1973 military coup in Chile 


By DIANE JEANTET 
Associated Press 
RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Bra¬ 
zilian President Jair Bolson¬ 
aro criticized on Wednes¬ 
day U.N. human rights chief 
Michelle Bachelet, who 
is from Chile, by praising 
that country’s 1973 military 
coup. 

Bachelet “forgets that her 
country is not Cuba only 
thanks to the courage of 
those who stopped the left 
in 1973," Bolsonaro wrote 
on his Facebook page, 
adding that among the 
communists that were de¬ 
feated then was her father. 
Bachelet’s father Alberto, 
an air force officer who op¬ 
posed Gen. Augusto Pino¬ 
chet during the coup, was 
imprisoned and tortured. 
He died in captivity in 1974. 
The president's comments 
came as the U.N. offi¬ 
cial and former Chilean 
president raised concerns 
about an increasing rate of 
killings by police in Brazil as 
well as alleged restrictions 
on civil liberties. 

Speaking in Geneva, Bach¬ 
elet condemned a rise in 
police executions “amidst 
a public discourse legitimiz¬ 



Brazil's President Jair Bolsonaro holds up a miniature of a KC-390 plane during the Brazilian Air 
Force delivery ceremony of the first military aircraft KC-390, at the air base in Anapolis, Brazil, 
Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019. 


ing summary executions” 
and the “absence of ac¬ 
countability”. 

Without naming the Brazil¬ 
ian president, Bachelet crit¬ 
icized his wish to celebrate 
Brazil's 1964 military coup 
as well as the denial of past 
state crimes. 

An attitude, she said, that 


resulted in state agents 
feeling “above the law and 
effectively able to kill with¬ 
out being held account¬ 
able". 

Bolsonaro says Brazil is dem¬ 
ocratic and Bachelet's re¬ 
marks amount to meddling 
in Brazil's affairs. 

He compared her intrusion 
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into “Brazilian sovereignty” 
to those recently made 
by French President Em¬ 
manuel Macron, who criti¬ 
cized Brazil for its handling 
of the Amazon fires and the 
country’s wider approach 
to climate change and the 
environment. 

A former army captain. 



Bolsonaro has repeatedly 
praised Brazil's 1964-1985 
military regime. 

Brazil’s national truth com¬ 
mission concluded in 2014 
that at least 434 people 
were killed or disappeared 
in the hands of the state 
during the dictatorship. It 
is estimated that between 
30,000 and 50,000 people 
were illegally arrested and 
tortured. 

In 2016, when voting to 
impeach President Dilma 
Rousseff, a victim of torture 
by the Brazilian military re¬ 
gime, Bolsonaro dedicat¬ 
ed his vote to a colonel in 
charge of the torture unit. 
“In memory of Col. Carlos 
Alberto Brilhante Ustra, the 
terror of Dilma Rousseff, I 
vote yes,” Bolsonaro said. 

In Chile, several politicians 
came out in support of 
Bachelet, who was elected 
president twice. 

Sen. Isabel Allende, daugh¬ 
ter of former president Sal¬ 
vador Allende, ousted by 
the 1973 military coup, said 
that French President Ma¬ 
cron was right when saying 
that “the people of Brazil 
do not deserve the Presi¬ 
dent who has”. □ 


Maduro alerts Venezuela military, citing Colombian threat 


By SCOTT SMITH 
Associated Press 
CARACAS, Venezuela 
(AP) — President Nicolas 
Maduro ordered Venezu¬ 
ela’s military to hold ex¬ 
ercises along the border 
with Colombia, accusing 
the neighboring nation’s 
president of plotting an at¬ 
tack as tensions mounted 
Tuesday between the two 
South American countries. 

It was the latest salvo be¬ 
tween Maduro and Colom¬ 
bian President Ivan Duque, 
who have accused each 
other in recent days of har¬ 
boring militants. 
“Columbia's government 
doesn’t want peace," 
Maduro told a class of of¬ 
ficers in a nationally tele¬ 
vised military ceremony. 
“It wants war. It wants vio¬ 
lence." 

Friction escalated in recent 
days amid a protracted 
struggle between Maduro 
and Venezuelan opposi¬ 
tion leader Juan Guaido, 
who seeks to oust the so¬ 



Venezuela’s opposition leader and self-proclaimed interim 
President of Venezuela, Juan Guaido, speaks to the press at 
the administrative headquarters of the National Assembly in 
Caracas, Venezuela, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019. 

Associated Press 


cialist president with back¬ 
ing from the United States, 
Colombia and more than 
50 other nations. 

Venezuela is locked in a 
crisis marked by hunger 
and mass migration, which 
critics blame on more than 
two decades of socialist 
mismanagement. 


Guaido, the leader of Ven¬ 
ezuela’s opposition-led Na¬ 
tional Assembly, says he is 
seeking to end Maduro’s 
“dictatorship” and argues 
his re-election in 2018 was 
a fraud. 

Animosity between Co¬ 
lombia and Venezuela 
flared last week when the 


former chief negotiator for 
the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia an¬ 
nounced in a video that he 
would take up arms, alleg¬ 
ing the Colombian govern¬ 
ment has failed to uphold a 
2016 peace accord. 

Duque and Guaido — firm 
allies backed by the U.S. 
administration — both ac¬ 
cused Maduro of harbor¬ 
ing leftist guerrillas in Ven¬ 
ezuela. 

Addressing his soldiers Tues¬ 
day night, Maduro ordered 
Venezuela’s armed forces 
to be on alert and called 
for more than two weeks of 
maneuvers to start Sept. 10. 
The announcement came 
hours after Guaido said 
he has approved the use 
of satellites to hunt down 
guerrillas crossing into Ven¬ 
ezuela from neighboring 
Colombia. 

Collaboration has begun 
between Venezuela’s op¬ 
position and Colombian of¬ 
ficials to collect intelligence 
on guerrilla camps and 


planes that Guaido said 
they use to transport drugs. 
He offered no details, such 
as who would collect the 
satellite imagery. 

“We’ve seen recordings of 
these groups showing off 
their weapons,” Guaido 
said. 

“We're facing a serious, 
serious problem of Venezu¬ 
elan sovereignty.” 

He urged Venezuela’s mili¬ 
tary to “immediately eject" 
the “terrorist groups” from 
Venezuelan territory. 
Maduro, who remains in 
power with backing from 
the military and interna¬ 
tional allies including Cuba, 
Russia and China, consid¬ 
ers Guaido a puppet of the 
Trump administration. 

Over the weekend, Mad- 
uro's chief spokesman ac¬ 
cused Duque of allowing 
three paramilitary training 
camps to operate in its ter¬ 
ritory with the aim of taking 
down Maduro, offering sat¬ 
ellite images to support the 
allegationsO 
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Happy Community Initiative meets generous family: 

“We want to give back 
to the places we visit” 



ORANJESTAD — Travelling is one of life’s biggest privileges. It is wonderful to be 
able to go to another place with your family and enjoy the change of environment 
and people. The Chatterjee family from New Jersey seek to give back to the 
places they go to, to help the local community and to educate their own children. 
“We read about the recently launched Happy Community Initiative (HCI) and their 
objective to raise $ 11 OK by next year’s month of June and there we found our 
goal”, says Ninna Chatterjee, mother of three children in the age of 7, 8 and 11. 
Together with husband Rocco Chatterjee they provided three Aruban children with 
school supplies. 


This is a story that started with a short email. To reach out and take that first 
step makes the difference. Ninna read about HCI and emailed them. With the 
assistance of Fundacion pa nos Communidad or Foundation for our Community 
the three Aruban students were invited to participate. From there the ball kept 
rolling until that beautiful moment in The Ritz-Carlton, Aruba where the family meet 
the three Aruban children to hand over their gifts. Ninna:"We wish our children to 
be aware of the communities we visit and that happened for sure. As soon as we 
received the list with needed school supplies our kids insisted to pick out everything 
and it had to be at least as cool as their own stuff. They wrote little notes to them 
so yes, our kids took very much part in this.” During the interview the sound of 
the playing children in the background proofed that both sides were more than 
happy, nothing seems more rewarding than that. 

Small Gesture, Big Impact 

Aruba’s Visitor Charity Program, the recently-launched Happy Community Initiative 
(HCI), is raising funds to roll out an after school program. “The objective is to raise 
$11 OK by June 1 st, 2020 which can cater to 40 youngsters for one year where they 
will receive homework guidance, opportunity to participate in sports, music lessons 
and art classes, meals and beverages, operations costs, guidance support and 
materials”, says Kimberly Mathilda, Coordinator of HCI. More about this particular 
program is to be found at page 16. 



Some Facts 


Millions of people around the world love Aruba, the ONE 
HAPPY ISLAND and the home away from home. Tourism 
in Aruba is performing great. However, in Aruba, about 
6 of 10 youngsters between the ages of 12 and 18 are 
alone or without adult supervision after school time. In 
most cases, it is because their parents are working. In 
addition to this, many of Aruba’s youngsters do not travel 
(often) and experience boredom from a lack of activities 
during school vacations. Furthermore, 4 out of 10 Aruban 
youngsters do not finish secondary school. This is a very 
big issue for Aruba’s future economy and the tourism 
industry. A recent study found; At least 60% of Aruba's 
youth is asking for afterschool programs, aiming at sports, 
cooking, art programs and a safe place to hang out with 
their friends. □ 


Our Newest Column is All 
about YOUth and Happiness 

ORANJESTAD — Our newest column Happy Commu¬ 
nity Initiative is published bi-weekly on Thursdays in 
Aruba Today. We inform you about this dynamic, new 
projects from a different angle to give you a com¬ 
plete feel, so follow us and stay engaged! 

The Happy Community Initiative is a visitor charity pro¬ 
gram that you can help strengthen Aruba’s commu¬ 
nity by donating to good causes. CEDE Aruba, a dy¬ 
namic community foundation, the Aruba Timeshare 
Association (ATSA), the Aruba Tourism Authority and 
several companies collaborate in this platform for 
visitors who would like to make a donation, but also 
volunteer in the future. The priority is set to support 
projects for Aruban youths. CEDE Aruba will make 
sure that the donations reach meaningful projects of 
local non-profits, based upon quality and transpar¬ 
ency of finances of the offered programs. In this man¬ 
ner, you can be assured that your donation will reach 
its goal! With your donation, you support Aruban chil¬ 
dren with after school programs, mentorship activities 
and social support. You can donate at the kiosks in 
the lobby of several hotels (Costa Linda, Playa Linda, 
Paradise Beach Villas and La Cabana) or you can 
donate on the website: https://happycommunitya- 
ruba.org/donate. 


Copyright CEDE Aruba 
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Neighbors: Trustworthy Doctor & Great Equipped Pharmacy 

- Both in walking distance from resorts - 



PALM BEACH — Doctor Lili Beke from the Walk-In Clinic has a solid reputation, 
built up in more than 35 years of experience as a medical doctor. Both tourists 
and locals feel great with her for the simple reasons that she has the qualities of a 
great doctor: communicative, skilled, empathetic and trustworthy. Unique is the 
fact that you can walk into this clinic without an appointment and that the Palm 
Beach Service Pharmacy she partners up with is literally next door. When you feel 
sick during vacation you want this out of your system as soon as possible and a 
convenient solution is forehanded. Don’t look any further, help is just around the 
corner. A one-stop-shopping solution. 


Top 5 Vacation Illnesses 

The most common reasons why patients walk into her clinic sound very familiar. 
Doctor Beke: “When on vacation you are excited so you mix meals, eat without 
control and combine this with more alcohol than usual resulting in an upset stom¬ 
ach. Digestion issues occur and when on a diet you can count on it that you will 
get sick.” Throwing up, diarrhea, dehydration will be a bummer on your vacation. 
“Second occasion why people step in here is medication. They feel sick because 
they forgot to take their medicines with them or simply think they don’t need it on 
holiday. But of course the body does not work differently only because you are 
in another place.” This happens especially with patients of higher age and many 
times with blood pressure medication and psychological medicines, the doctor 
explains. “As we have the pharmacy next door we can solve this in most cases 
very quick so you will soon feel better again. Then of course we have the allergies, 
force majeure but still a hassle. Too much sun bathing is another thing causing 
dehydration and sun burns.” 

“I strongly advise to buy a new sunblock cream every vacation. Our pharmacy 
sells the most advanced ones that is environmental friendly, so not damaging the 
sea life.” As fifth most common reason for patients to come see the doctor she 
mentions exhaustion. “You want to do everything in a short time and by the end 
of the day the body is exhausted, giving a reversed reaction. Take it easy please, 
moderate or like we say here: chill.” Besides this top 5 the doctor is visited by pa¬ 
tients with chronic diseases that often contact her in advance to travelling. 

The Little Ones 

With regards to children Dr. Beke advises parents to keep an extra eye on them 
during vacation. “They are excited, cannot hold control, play all day in the sand 
and pool and eat a lot of different things. But they are sensitive and you do not 
want your loved ones waking up in the middle of the night vomiting or with diar¬ 
rhea.” Asthmatic children should be taken care of extra as the sun, water and 
strong draft on the island can complicate their condition. “Protect the heads of 
your kids, we are close to the equator and the sun rays are more rectangular thus 
stronger. The heat and humidity can exhaust the little bodies easily. Let them play 
under an umbrella preferably and keep drinking water. At the pharmacy you can 
buy ear plugs to prevent ear infections.” The doctor stresses that there is no doubt 
about drinking tap water. “The water of Aruba is the best. You can drink that with¬ 
out problems. It is excellent. In the States it is prepared with a lot of chemicals, but 
here it’s clean.” 



Locals 

Doctor Beke has a loyal local patient pool staying with 
her mainly because of the experience and trust. “They 
tell me I really listen to them, they feel attended and re¬ 
spected. A patient is a human being, not a casus, un¬ 
fortunately many times doctors are skilled in the medical 
part but not on the social terrain.” The latter is more and 
more important, especially with certain groups like teen¬ 
age girls. “They prefer a female doctor to treat typical 
woman issues. The desire is attention and to feel at ease." 
Patients step in for second opinions too. “Everybody has 
the right to do that, it is their body and their money.” 

Pharmacy Convenience 

After you pick up your prescription at Dr. Beke’s practice, 
you can go to the Palm Beach Service Pharmacy, right 
next door. The collaboration between these two results 
in a quick, efficient and quality service. It’s just what you 
need when you feel the only thing you want is healing. 
Lennert van der Poel, general manager of the pharmacy, 
which is part of a group of 5 pharmacies (Botica di Servi- 
cio), points out that convenience is not their only unique 
asset. “We carry a wide variety of medicines from the US, 
but most of the medicines come from the EU. The prices in 
the EU are considerately lower than in the U.S.” All medi¬ 
cines are European registered with the same standard 
as U.S. products. “The law in the States allows visitors to 
get prescribed medicine by a local doctor for up to 6 
months, saving them a ton of money.”, says van der Poel. 
Most common medicines requested by visitors are antibi¬ 
otic, pain killers and anti-allergy medications. However, 
certain things do not need prescription, such as contact 
lenses. These don’t need a prescription to get them on 
the island. “We’ve recently started importing our own 
‘house brand’ of contact lenses called ‘Optinova’, and 
the feedback has been amazing”, elaborates Van der 
Poel, “We carry both daily and monthly lenses, which are 
an ideal substitute if you forget yours when coming on 
vacation, or even if you would like to take some home, 
which is why we’ve seen so many return customers.” 
Naturally we wish you the healthiest, most wonderful va¬ 
cation of your life on our Happy Island. But .... In case 
you are in need of a doctor and a pharmacy, just turn 
around, walk in and feel welcome to be cured! □ 


Palm Beach Service Pharmacy 
T: +297 587 1717 
www.boticadiservicio.com 
info@boticadiservicio.com 
Unit 8 at “The Cove” 

Palm Beach 

Open Mon-Fri 10 am -4 pm. 
Sat 11.00 am - 4.00 pm 


Aruba Walk-in Clinic 
T: +297 588 539 

or +297 594 0539(emergency) 
lgbeke.md@gmail.com 
Unit 9 at “The Cove” 

Palm Beach 
Open during weekdays 
9am-12pm, 2.30 -5 pm 
(Friday 2pm- 4.30 pm) 
Saturday, Sunday & Holidays 
2 pm - 4 pm 
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Weekly Free Slot or Table Play for all qualified Club members 



Open daily I0nm to 4am ] it Irausquin Blvd #47 v 
583,5000 I casinoalhamhra.com 


nun 
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Bonus 4-Card BINGO 
starting at 1 pm! 

S7 for 4-Card BINGO | 8 Games lo Play 

$ 1,500 

in Cash Prizes 

Additional S500 Cash Prize in oar Monthly Early Bird 
Drawing when you purchase your card before noon! 


THE SHOPS AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retoil & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spo Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Subway i Juan Valdez Cafe I Dunkin Donuts I Basktn-Robbins 
Fusion Ptono & Wine Bar I TOF Twist of Flavors | Aruba Aloe 
WE'R CUBA I Bijoux Temer Boutique | R-Giass | Curated Lab 
Hungry Piranha | The Lazy Lizard | The Markei 
Shalom Body & Soul Spo | The Collectables 


CASINO AND SHOPS 




Bohemian Restaurant: Tonight live Violinist Angela 



PALM BEACH — Avant-garde from France, nonconform¬ 
ist in style and ethnic in cuisine. That is what the new kid 
in town is about. Bohemian Restaurant is different, un¬ 
conventional and a rebel with a cause. The cause is to 
make you feel king in this hidden garden with outstand¬ 
ing dishes that connect you to the European liaisons of 
Aruba. TONIGHT has an extra magic: the live Violinist An¬ 
gela performs! From traditional French and Italian famous 
melodies to more upbeat pop and rock and roll. A taste 
for everyone. 


A garden full of strong trees and dressed 
up in New York-style industrial-look ele¬ 
ments creates a cosmopolitan vibe while 
at the same time the tropical breeze and 
outside dining connect to the Caribbean. 
Waiters with French barrettes and pant 
suspenders service you with a happy and 
loose style with on the background the 
sounds of underground chill music varied 
with French classics. 

ONLY French owned Restaurant 

The French are famous for their culinary art. 
Bohemain is the ONLY French owned res¬ 
taurant on Aruba and offers you Grande 
gastronomy in a hip decor. French classics 
like Coq-au-Vin, Beef tartare. Escargot, 
Duck Foie Gras Terrine, Bouillabaisse Fish 
Soup, Tuna-Tartare, Quinoa-Salad, Rib-Eye 
Butter MaTtre-D, Creme Brulee, Chocolate 
Lava Cake and Pineapple Carpaccio are 
on the menu. Mediterranean inspired dish¬ 




es like Ras el Hanout Fish Kebbab, Honey 
and Rosemary Lamb Shank, Moroccan 
Lamb sausages, Mediterranean Sea Bass 
and Grilled Local Catch are other finger 
licking options. Directly imported wines 
from wineries in Europe make up for a per¬ 
fect pairing. You are welcome to enjoy 
the Happy Hours and Daily Early Birds from 
5 to 7 PM. Bon appetite! 

Free Parking available at the parking lot in 
front of Barcelo Resort. □ 


Make your reservations through their website: 
https://bohemianaruba.com. 

Call them at 00 297 280 8448. 
Facebook: Bohemian. 
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After school program for our youth 





This needed program is sup¬ 
ported by the Happy Com¬ 
munity Initiative, more about 
them you can find at page 13 
of today's newspaper. Also Sa- 
menwerkende Fondsen mean¬ 
ing Cooperative Funding from 
the Netherlands help to real¬ 
ize this project. Every Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday 
children from the secondary 
schools MAVO-HAVO-EPB are 
welcome between 2 and 6 PM. 
The foundation offers among 
others a media library, free WIFI, 
a printer and PC which are all 
available to the students. The 
teachers can assist with math¬ 
ematics, physics, chemistry, 
Dutch language, Spanish lan¬ 
guage, English language, his¬ 
tory, geography and general 
social sciences. 


There is also the opportunity to 
have music lessons for tipple 
flute, cuatro, guitar, double 
bass and singing lessons. Learn¬ 
ing sports or express your cre¬ 
ativity are other possibilities. 
The center has a lot to offer to 
be of stimulant to the youth. 
The foundation aims to assist 
in the youngster's formation 


and development in a positive 
way. Prices are very reasonable 
to make it affordable for parents. 
The project leader of this program 
is Verna Croes and the coordina¬ 
tor Cathy Figaroa. Together with 
an enthusiastic team of dynamic 


To register your child please 
step by in person at the of¬ 
fice Piedra Plat #50 or con¬ 
tact them by email centro- 
famiapp@gmail.com or tele¬ 
phone number +297 5855544 / 
5687449/583463!.□ 


IL 

ORANJESTAD — Recently Aruba 
Today wrote an article about 
the after school program by 
Foundation Center Familiar Pie¬ 
dra Plat. The foundation named 
this project ‘Centro for Creative 
Education' (CEC) where youth 
from secondary schools can 
enjoy guided homework ses¬ 
sions and much more. Goal of 
the foundation is to offer a moti¬ 
vational surroundings for youth 
after school is out. 


and professional volunteers they 
are ready to welcome the youth. 


Support from organizations or in¬ 
dividuals is very welcome! Our 
children deserve guidance, moti¬ 
vation and positivity to grow and 
focus on the right path. Please 
check out Happy Community 
Initiative to support (www.hap- 
pycommunityaruba.org) and/or 
read page 13 to be informed. 
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99th season 
was big for Pro 
Picks. What 
about No. 100? 

By BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Coming off the best year 
of Pro Picks — yep, plus-22 
against the spread if you’re 
counting — the challenge 
is to repeat such wizardry in 
the NFL’s 100th season. 

It all gets started Thursday 
night at Soldier Field with 
pro football's oldest rivalry. 
In emphasizing its cen¬ 
tennial celebrations, the 
league chose to go with 
Packers at Bears rather 
than having the traditional 
matchup hosted by the 
Super Bowl champs. New 
England gets the spotlight 
on Sunday night instead, 
with Pittsburgh visiting. 

AP Pro32 voters were op¬ 
timistic about Chicago's 
chances this season, rank¬ 
ing the Bears No. 6 in the 
preseason poll released 
Tuesday. Green Bay, with 
a new coaching staff and 
tons of question marks, is 
at No. 16. But the Pack¬ 
ers have Aaron Rodgers, 
who tends to work magic 
against the Bears. Re¬ 
member the fourth-quar¬ 
ter rally in their first meet¬ 
ing a year ago? Pro Picks, 
which wound up 136-114-9 
against the spread in 2018 
and 176-89-2 straight up, 
envisions the current Mon¬ 
sters of the Midway to be, 
well, monstrous enough in 
the opener to cover the 
3-point spread. BEARS, 23- 
16 

KNOCKOUT POOL: Two 

games figure to be the fo¬ 
cus here, Baltimore at Mi¬ 
ami and Cincinnati at Se¬ 
attle. We'll go with the SE- 
AHAWKS. No. 12 Baltimore 
(minus 6 1-2) at No. 32 Mi¬ 
ami Let the tanking begin 
on South Beach. 

BEST BET: RAVENS, 17-3 
No. 24 San Francisco (plus 
2) at No. 29 Tampa Bay 
Jimmy Garoppolo and Ja- 
meis Winston have plenty 
to prove. Going with Jim¬ 
my G hereO 
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Italy's Berrettini edges Monfils at US Open for 1st Slam SF 



Matteo Berrettini, of Italy, falls to the court after winning the fifth set tie break for victory against Gael 
Monfils, of France, during the quarterfinals of the U.S. Open tennis championships Wednesday, 
Sept. 4, 2019, in New York. 


By HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Tennis Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Matteo 
Berrettini describes his men¬ 
tal coach as a big help and 
a best friend. They’ve been 
speaking on the phone be¬ 
fore and after every match 
during Berrettini’s run to his 
first Grand Slam semifinal. 
They'll have a lot to chat 
about when it comes to this 
latest victory. 

Berrettini, a 23-year-old 
from Rome, gave Italy a 
spot in the final four at the 
U.S. Open for the first time 
since 1977 in dramatic fash¬ 
ion, double-faulfing away 
his initial match point and 
then needing four more 
to finally puf away 13th- 
seeded Gael Monfils of 
France 3-6, 6-3, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 
(5) offer nearly four hours 
in Arthur Ashe Stadium on 
Wednesday. 

“One of the best matches I 
ever saw. I was playing, but 
I was watching, also,” Ber¬ 
rettini said with a grin dur¬ 
ing his on-court interview. 

In truth, the denouement 
was hardly a thing of beau¬ 
ty, with both men, clearly 
spent, fighting themselves 
and the tension of fhe mo¬ 
ment as much as the guy 
on the other side of the net. 
Monfils finished with 17 dou¬ 
ble-faults but managed to 
avoid any throughout the 
entire, exhausting fifth set 
until he served at 6-5 — and 
then he had three in that 


game, plus another two in 
the deciding tiebreaker, of¬ 
ten doubling over between 
points to rest and catch his 
breath. 

“A very bad day for me, 
serving,” Monfils said. 
Berrettini acknowledged 
the obvious afterward, to, 
saying he felt “a little bit 
tight.” 

You think? 

It all was a bit of a whir. 
“Right now, I don't remem¬ 
ber any points, just the (last) 
match point, you know?” 
he said. “I remember also 
the double-fault; I have to 
be honest.” 

Berrettini, who is seeded 
24th, will get a day to re¬ 
cuperate: He will face No. 
2 Rafael Nadal or No. 20 


Diego Schwartzman in the 
semifinals Friday. The ofher 
men’s semifinal that day 
is No. 5 Daniil Medvedev 
against unseeded Grigor 
Dimitrov, who beat an in¬ 
jured Roger Federer in five 
sets on Tuesday night to be¬ 
come, at No. 78, the low¬ 
est-ranked semifinalist at 
the U.S. Open since 1991. 
Nadal, the last member 
of the Big Three stand¬ 
ing because Federer and 
Novak Djokovic are out 
of fhe draw, was to meet 
Schwartzman on Wednes¬ 
day night. That followed 
the last women’s quarter¬ 
final, between No. 15 Bi¬ 
anca Andreescu and No. 
25 Elise Mertens. That win¬ 
ner takes on No. 13 Belinda 


Associated Press 

Bencic on Thursday, when 
the other semifinal is Serena 
Williams againsf No. 5 Elina 
Svitolina. 

Like Berreftini and Medve¬ 
dev, Bencic also reached 
her first Grand Slam semi¬ 
final. She followed up her 
upset of defending cham¬ 
pion and No. 1 seed Naomi 
Osaka by taking the last 
four games of a 7-6 (5), 6-3 
victory over No. 23 Donna 
Vekic . 

“I felt like I couldn’t get 
three good points togeth¬ 
er,” Vekic said. “I was, like, 
playing one point good, 
then bad.” 

Berrettini-Monfils began on 
a muggy afternoon and 
concluded with Ashe’s re¬ 
tractable roof shuf after 


rain came during the third 
set. Monfils, who is 10 years 
older, fell to 2-7 in major 
quarterfinals and could be 
forgiven for wondering how 
many more chances he’ll 
gef. 

Berrettini, meanwhile, is 
on top of the world at the 
moment. With Corrado 
Barazzutti, Italy's only other 
male semifinalist at the U.S. 
Open, back in 1977, in the 
stands Wednesday, Berret¬ 
tini used his big forehand to 
produce 24 winners. He's 
found an Italian restaurant 
he loves on Manhattan’s 
Lower East Side, so has 
been eating there through¬ 
out the tournament, and 
even had someone who 
works there in his guest box, 
wearing a shirt festooned 
with the word “Carbon- 
ara.” 

The first match point came 
while Berrettini served for 
the win at 5-3 in the fifth. 
Two more came and went 
when Monfils served at 6-5. 
A fourth was erased by an 
ace by the Frenchman in 
the tiebreaker. But on the 
fifth, Berrettini’s serve was 
returned long by Monfils. 
Berreffini sfared af fhe ball 
as it descended, making 
sure it did, indeed, land out, 
so that he would, in fact, 
be moving on. He dropped 
to his back, spreading his 
limbs, then ripped off his 
hat as he rose to pound his 
chest.□ 


Connecticut Sun star raising money for her native Bahamas 


By PAT EATON-ROBB 
AP Sports Writer 
UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) — 

Connecticut Sun forward 
Jonquel Jones is raising 
money for her nafive Ba¬ 
hamas after the destruc¬ 
tion from Hurricane Dorian. 
Jones has set up a page 
on the crowdfunding site 
GoFundMe , hoping to 
raise $50,000 for the ar¬ 
chipelago. She donated 
$10,000 and the page had 
just under $20,000 in dona¬ 
tions early Thursday. 

In a video posted to the 
page, the player said 
her family is OK and “in a 
good sifuafion.” 

“We're just hoping and 
praying that everyone 



In this Aug. 14, 2019, file photo, Connecticut Sun forward 
Jonquel Jones grabs a rebound against the Phoenix Mercury 
during the second half of a WNBA basketball game in 
Phoenix. 

Associated Press 

continues to be safe,” only thing we can do is be 
Jones said. “Right now the proactive and try to give 


so that when the storm 
does pass, people have a 
way to get over it and get 
back to their daily lives.” 
Jones said she and the 
other organizers of fhe 
page are deciding which 
relief organizafions will re¬ 
ceive fhe funds. 

She moved from fhe Ba¬ 
hamas af 14 fo pursue 
baskefball in the United 
States. Jones recently 
wrote about her experi¬ 
ences in the Bahamas for 
The Players Tribune , in¬ 
cluding having fhe roof of 
her home peeled back by 
Hurricane Wilma in 2005 
and finding fish swimming 
in her living room. 

“The fhing I'll never for¬ 


get is trying to dry off our 
family photo albums, wip¬ 
ing away the water from 
the Kodak prints,” she 
wrote. “And for a min¬ 
ute, it worked — and you 
could see all these memo¬ 
ries again. And then the 
image would slowly fade 
to black. We lost years of 
our history as a family, and 
that’s why I work so hard 
to really remember things 
how they were, because 
that’s all we got now.” 
Jones is averaging more 
than 14 points and nearly 
10 rebounds for the Sun 
(22-9), who clinched a 
WNBA playoff spot. They 
host the Dallas Wings on 
Wednesday nightO 
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Cowboys, Elliott agree on §90 
million deal that ends holdout 


By SCHUYLER DIXON 
AP Pro Football Writer 
FRISCO, Texas (AP) — Eze¬ 
kiel Elliott has a new con¬ 
tract with the Dallas Cow¬ 
boys just in time for the 
regular season. 

The star running back and 
the club agreed Wednes¬ 
day on a $90 million, six- 
year contract extension 
that will make him the NFL’s 
highest-paid player at his 
position and end a holdout 
that lasted the entire pre¬ 
season. 

The breakthrough was fi¬ 
nalized before dawn on 
the morning of the team’s 
first full workout before 
Sunday’s opener at home 
against the New York Gi¬ 
ants. 

Elliott will get $50 million 
guaranteed. The $15 mil- 
lion-per-year average on 
the extension surpasses the 
$14.4 million Todd Gurley 
got from the Los Angeles 
Rams last summer. Gurley's 
guarantee was $45 million. 
The 41-day stalemate be¬ 
tween Dallas and the two- 
time NFL rushing champion 
came with the Cowboys 
holding high expectations 
coming off their first playoff 
win with Elliott and quar¬ 
terback Dak Prescott. They 
have won two NFC East 
titles in three seasons to¬ 
gether. 

Prescott and receiver Am- 
ari Cooper are also seek¬ 
ing long-term contracts 
in the final year of their 
rookie deals. But getting 
an agreement with Elliott 
settles the most important 
issue as the Cowboys try 
to get past the divisional 
round for the first time since 
winning the last of the fran¬ 
chise's five Super Bowls dur¬ 
ing the 1995 season. 

Elliott held out with two 
years left on his rookie con¬ 
tract, at $3.9 million this 
season and $9.1 million in 
2020. The fourth overall pick 
in the 2016 draft wanted to 
be the highest-paid back 
after getting those two 
rushing titles in only three 
years. 

Now the 24-year-old is, with 
a contract that totals $103 
million over the next eight 
seasons. 

"I’m $100 million lighter as 
of this morning,” owner Jer¬ 


ry Jones said on CNBC in 
New York, where he and his 
son, executive vice presi¬ 
dent Stephen Jones, rang 
the opening bell at the 
New York Stock Exchange. 
“Zeke has been arguably 
our best player. We’re glad 
to get him booked in.” 

Even when he was sus¬ 
pended for six games over 
domestic violence allega¬ 
tions in 2017, Elliott still had 
the best per-game rushing 
average in the league. 

But the off-field issues were 
part of the backdrop as 
the impasse dragged on, 
although Jerry Jones, also 
the team’s general man¬ 
ager, said more than once 
he didn’t consider Elliott’s 
issues a factor as it related 
to a new contract. 

Jones jokingly said “Zeke 
who?” in response to a 
question from a reporter 
after a second straight sol¬ 
id preseason showing from 
rookie fourth-round pick 
Tony Pollard in Hawaii. 

A few days later, though, 
Jones sternly said he had 
earned the right to joke 
about Elliott after the 2016 
All-Pro’s representatives 
took offense to the remark. 
The owner strongly sup¬ 
ported Elliott during a court 
fight over the suspension. 
As the regular season drew 
closer, Jones took an in¬ 
creasingly hardline stance 
publicly, finally calling out 
Elliott during his radio show 
last week for not honoring 
his existing contract. 

But Elliott's agent, Rocky 
Arceneaux, told reporters 
the sides were close to a 
deal after Elliott landed at 
Dallas-Fort Worth Interna¬ 
tional Airport on Tuesday. 
Elliott spent almost the en¬ 
tire holdout in Cabo San 
Lucas, Mexico. 

Elliott rose to stardom as a 
sophomore at Ohio State 
during the first College 
Football Playoff following 
the 2014 season, most no¬ 
tably at the home of the 
Cowboys when he rushed 
for 246 yards and four 
touchdowns in a blowout 
of Oregon in the champi¬ 
onship game. 

He wasted little time hav¬ 
ing an impact with the 
Cowboys, winning the rush¬ 
ing title as a rookie while 


In this June 12, 2019, file photo, Dallas Cowboys running back 
Ezekiel Elliott smiles as he walks off the field after participating 
in drills at the team's NFL football training facility in Frisco, Texas. 

Associated Press 


Prescott earned NFL Of¬ 
fensive Rookie of the Year 
honors after Dallas won a 
franchise-record 11 straight 
games and was the top 
seed in the NFC. The Cow¬ 
boys lost to Aaron Rodgers 
and Green Bay in the divi¬ 
sional round. 

After the addition of Coo¬ 
per in a midseason trade 
last year, Prescott and El¬ 
liott got a wild-card win 
over Seattle following their 
second division title last 
season. The Cowboys then 
lost to the Los Angeles 
Rams, falling to 0-6 in the 
divisional round since finish¬ 
ing the 1995 season with a 
Super Bowl win over Pitts¬ 
burgh. 

The Cowboys kept just two 
backs behind Elliott when 


they made their final cuts 
of the preseason: Pollard 
and Alfred Morris, a seven- 
year veteran who was El¬ 
liott's primary replacement 


during the suspension two 
years ago. Morris rejoined 
the club in training camp. 
They later added Jordan 
ChunnO 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: Hook and Cook your Own Fish! 



Oranjestad- Rennaissance 
Marina Downtown is home to 
the Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successful fishermen of the 
established seafood restaurant 
Driftwood. Herby senior and 
Herby Junior both share a 
passion and love for fishing. 
They know what the local 
waters have to offer and what 
fresh fish really means. Over 30 
years ago, the idea for the 
fishing charter was bom. 


Captain Herby would catch the 
fish to be served at the restau¬ 
rant the same day. That 
concept still lives, what is 
'hooked' during the day is 
cooked in the evening at the 
restaurant. 

Herby shares his experience 
with his crew, who take out 
guests daily on their tourna¬ 
ment rigged 35ft twin engine 


Bertram "Driftwood" or on their 
more spacious 37ft twin 
engine Bertram called "Living 
Easy". Both yachts are available 
for charters from Sam to 12 
noon, or from 1 to 5pm [6-hour 
trips also available). To book a 
fishing charter visit 
www.driftwoodfishingcharters 
.com or call Herbert direct at 
[2 9 7 >-5924040. 




Have an authentic seafood dining 
experience at Driftwood Restau¬ 
rant, situated in the characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. This com¬ 
fortable downtown restaurant 
has a long tradition (30 years) of 
serving the freshest fish, the 
biggest shrimp, and the most 
succulent Caribbean Lobster. 
Opening Hours: 5:00pm to 
10.30pm (closed on Sundays) 

For reservations visit 
www.drtftwoodaruba.com or call 
(297)-5832515 

Address: Klipstraat 1 2 . Oranjestad, 
Aruba 


Patriots start season at No. 1 in AP Pro32 poll 



New England Patriots head coach Bill Belichick watches from the sideline in the first half of an NFL 
preseason football game against the New York Giants, Thursday, Aug. 29, 2019, in Foxborough, 
Mass. 

Associated Press 


By SIAAMI BUTTAR 
AP Pro Football Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The NFL’s 
final four teams at the end 
of last season will start off as 
the top four going into the 
start of the 2019 season. 
Which is not all that surpris¬ 
ing. Even less so is the team 
at the top: the defending 
champion New England 
Patriots. The Patriots re¬ 
ceived eight of the 12 first- 
place votes for 376 points 
in balloting Tuesday by me¬ 
dia members who regularly 
cover the NFL. 

The Patriots will begin their 
quest for a seventh Super 
Bowl on Sunday night when 
they host the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. The two teams are 
tied for the most with six. 
“The defending champs 
have a chance to make 
it to four straight Super 
Bowls, and who’s going 
to say they don’t have 
a chance? Even with a 
42-year-old quarterback 
and a 67-year-old coach,” 
Newsday’s Bob Glauber 
said of Tom Brady and Bill 


Belichick. The Kansas City 
Chiefs, who lost to the Pa¬ 
triots at home in overtime 
of the AFC championship 
game, earned two first- 
place votes for 357 points. 


“Did defensive coordina¬ 
tors come any closer in the 
offseason to figuring out 
how to stop Patrick Ma- 
homes?” Charean Williams 
of Pro Football Talk asked of 


the reigning league MVP. 
The New Orleans Saints and 
the Los Angeles Rams, who 
met in the NFC champion¬ 
ship game, each received 
a first-place vote and were 


third and fourth, respec¬ 
tively. “After two excruci¬ 
ating playoff setbacks, the 
Saints are poised to repre¬ 
sent the NFC in Miami Feb. 
2,” said Ira Kaufman of Fox 
13 in Tampa, Florida. 

Those two teams started 
a run of five consecutive 
teams from the NFC in the 
poll. The Philadelphia Ea¬ 
gles and Chicago Bears, 
who faced off in a memo¬ 
rable NFC wild-card game 
last season, followed at 
Nos. 5 and 6, respective¬ 
ly. The Eagles advanced 
when Cody Parkey missed 
a 43-yard field goal in the 
final seconds. The Bears 
have Eddy Pineiro as their 
kicker now as they host the 
rival Green Bay Packers on 
Thursday night in the NFL’s 
regular-season opener. 
“Secondary issues critical 
with (Vic) Fangio gone,” 
Fox Sports’ John Czarnecki 
said of the former Bears 
defensive coordinator who 
was hired in the offseason 
to be the head coach of 
the Denver Broncos. □ 
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Paxton dominant, Encarnacion 
HR in return, Yanks rout Texas 


Texas Rangers' relief pitcher Rafael Montero, left, turns to the 
outfield as New York Yankees' Edwin Encarnacion (30) runs the 
bases after hitting a two-run home run during the seventh inning 
of a baseball game Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — James 
Paxton pitched one-hit ball 
for seven shutout innings, 
striking out 12 and winning 
his seventh straight start as 
New York beat Texas. 

Gary Sanchez hit two home 
runs, Edwin Encarnacion 
added a two-run drive in 
his return from the injured 
list, and Didi Gregorius and 
Brett Gardner also con¬ 
nected. 

Paxton (12-6) pitched 
quickly and began with 4 
2/3 hitless innings. He gave 
up one hit and walked one. 
Edinson Volquez (0-1) 
opened the game for Tex¬ 
as and allowed two runs on 
one hit. 

Scott Heineman hit his first 
career homer in the ninth 
off Jonathan Loaisiga for 
Texas. 

WHITE SOX 6, INDIANS 5 
CLEVELAND (AP) — Car¬ 
los Carrasco received a 
standing ovation in his first 
appearance at Progres¬ 
sive Field since being di¬ 
agnosed with leukemia, 
but gave up home runs to 
James McCann and Eloy 
Jimenez in the eighth in¬ 
ning that lifted Chicago 
over Cleveland. 

Carrasco entered the 
game with a 5-2 lead, but 
gave up a three-run homer 
to McCann, which was fol¬ 
lowed by Jimenez’s second 
homer of the game. 
Cleveland missed a chance 
to move into a virtual tie 


with Tampa Bay for the AL 
wild-card lead. The White 
Sox ended a season-high 
seven-game losing streak. 
Carrasco (4-7) entered the 
game after Roberto Perez’s 
three-homer in the seventh 
gave Cleveland a 5-2 lead. 
Evan Marshall (4-2) got 
the win despite allowing 
Perez’s home run. Alex Co- 
lome earned his 26th save. 
Francisco Lindor also hom- 
ered for Cleveland. 
ORIOLES 4, RAYS 2, 1ST 
GAME 

RAYS 2, ORIOLES 0, 2ND 
GAME 

ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) — 

Austin Meadows homered, 
seven relievers combined 
on a five-hitter and playoff- 
contending Tampa Bay 
blanked Baltimore to split a 
doubleheader. 

The Rays, who began the 
day with a slight lead atop 
the AL wild-card race, had 
their five-game winning 
streak stopped with a loss in 
the opener. 

Diego Castillo (3-8), the 
third pitcher in a bullpen 
day, allowed one hit over 
two scoreless innings. 
Meadows hit his 26th hom¬ 
er, a solo shot in the fourth. 
The Rays went up 2-0 in 
the seventh when Ji-Man 
Choi's hit to right bounced 
over Anthony Santander’s 
head for a triple. 

Avisail Garcia added an 
RBI single off Gabriel Ynoa 
(1-8), who gave up two runs 
and six hits in 6 1/3 innings. 


In the opener, Rio Ruiz and 
Anthony Santander hom¬ 
ered and Mark Trumbo 
drove in a run with a pinch- 
hit double. 

Ty Blach (1-2) went five in¬ 
nings in his fourth start for 
Baltimore. Oliver Drake (3- 
2) took the loss. 

Travis d’Amaud’s 16th 
home run accounted for 
the two runs off Blach. 

B Nelson Cruz and Miguel 
Sano connected in the fifth 
inning to pad Minnesota’s 
record home run total in a 
victory over Boston. 

Rafael Devers and Andrew 
Benintendi homered for 
the Red Sox, who struggled 
against a parade of reliev¬ 
ers and couldn’t rally all the 
way back after falling be¬ 
hind 6-0. 

Six Twins pitchers combined 
on a six-hitter, with only four 
hits allowed before Benin- 
tendi’s two-ouf homer in 
the eighth off Taylor Rogers. 
Lewis Thorpe (2-1) gof fhe 
win despife allowing three 
runs and two hits in 3 1 /3 in¬ 
nings. Rogers returned for 
the ninth and got his 23rd 
save. 

Rick Porcello (12-11) strug¬ 
gled from the start. 

ROYALS 6 , TIGERS 5 
KANSAS CITY, Mo. (AP) — 

Jorge Soler broke the Kan¬ 
sas City home run record 
with his 39th of the season 
and Ryan O’Hearn hit a 
game-ending home run to 
beat Detroit. 

O’Hearn sent the first pitch 


he saw from Zac Reininger 
(0-1) in the ninth inning over 
the fence in right field after 
a seesaw final three innings. 
Tigers' starter Daniel Norris 
grooved Soler a 2-2 fastball 
in the third inning and the 
Royals' slugger didn't miss. 
The three-run shot broke a 
tie with Mike Moustakas, 
who set the previous re¬ 
cord with 38 home runs in 
2017. The home run also 
gave Soler 100 RBIs on the 
season, becoming the first 
Royal to cross the century 
mark since Eric Hosmer in 
2016. 

Ian Kennedy (2-2) blew his 
fourth save of the season, 
but got the win. 


ATHLETICS 7, ANGELS 5 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Seth Brown hit his second 
RBI triple of the game to 
break a sixth-inning tie, 
Matt Chapman hit a three- 
run homer, and Oakland 
beat Los Angeles. 

Brown followed Mark 
Canha's single in fhe sixth 
with the go-ahead hit off 
loser Noe Ramirez (4-3). 
Albert Pujols hit his 654th 
career home run leading 
off fhe fourth, moving the 
39-year-old slugger within 
six of Hall of Famer Willie 
Mays (660) for fifth on the 
all-time list. 

Mike Trout and Justin Upton 
homered for the Angels.Q 



Stanton to increase batting practice ahead of return 


NEW YORK (AP) — Yan¬ 
kees outfielder Giancarlo 
Sfanfon will head fo the 
team’s minor league com¬ 
plex in Tampa, Florida, this 
week for batting prac¬ 
tice, among the final steps 
before returning for the 
final weeks of an injury- 
wrecked season. 

“I feel like he’s really start¬ 
ing to build some mo¬ 
mentum and doing pretty 
well,” Yankees manager 
Aaron Boone said before 
Wednesday's homestand 
finale againsf Texas. “He'll 
sfart getting regular at- 
bafs this weekend and. 


hopefully, really starting to 
ramp him up.” 

The 29-year-old slugger 
has been limited to nine 
games with the Yankees 
this year. He strained his 
left biceps on March 31 
in his third game, strained 
a shoulder and calf dur¬ 
ing his rehabilitation and 
did not return until June 
18. Just a week later, he 
strained the posterior cru¬ 
ciate ligament in his right 
knee during an awkward 
headfirst slide into third 
base. 

Stanton is hitting .290 with 
one home run and seven 


RBIs. He took batting prac¬ 
tice on Tuesday against re¬ 
liever Dellin Betances, who 
hopes to return this month 
from a lat injury that has 
sidelined him since spring 
training. 

Betances and right-hand¬ 
er Luis Severino were 
scheduled to pitch at 
Double-A Trenton on Fri¬ 
day rather than for Triple-A 
Scranton/Wilkes-Barre. The 
RailRiders are at Durham, 
which could have rain re¬ 
lated to Hurricane Dorian. 
Severino, also out with a 
lat injury, pitched one in¬ 
ning for Scranfon last Sun¬ 


day in his season debut. 
Left-hander CC Sabathia, 
on the injured list for the 
fourth time in his final sea¬ 
son, fesfed his chronically 
painful right knee by play¬ 
ing catch for the second 
straight day. 

Left-hander Jordan Mont¬ 
gomery started for Trenton 
on Wednesday in his third 
appearance since Tommy 
John surgery on June 7 last 
year. 

Boone said 20-year-old 
right-hander Deivi Garcia 
will remain at Scranton for 
the rest of the Internation¬ 
al League playoffs. Q 



New York Yankees’ Giancarlo 
Stanton, who has been out 
the much of the season with 
injuries and is still on the IL, 
stands in the outfield after a 
workout before the team’s 
baseball game against the 
Texas Rangers, Wednesday, 
Sept. 4, 2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Bryce Harper drives in 100th run, Phillies beat Reds 6-2 


By The Associated Press 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Bryce 
Harper drove in his 100th 
run with a single, J.T. Real- 
muto had a pair of hits 
and a sacrifice fly, and the 
Philadelphia Phillies won 
their third in a row Tuesday 
night, 6-2 over the Cincin¬ 
nati Reds. 

The Phillies began the day 
21/2 games behind the Cubs 
for the final NL wild card. 
Harper's fifth-inning single 
made him the first Phillie 
since Ryan Howard in 2011 
to have 30 homers and 100 
RBIs in the same season. 
Harper hit his 30th homer in 
the series opener, a 7-1 Phil¬ 
lies win on Monday. The last 
Phillies outfielder to have 
30 homers and 100 RBIs in 
a season was Pat Burrell in 
2005. 

Harper's single also gave 
him an 11-game hitting 
streak. 

Left-hander Amir Garrett (4- 
2) walked a pair of batters 
and gave up Cesar Her¬ 
nandez’s RBI single that put 
the Phillies ahead to stay. 
Scott Kingery homered in 
the ninth. 

Nick Vincent (1-2) pitched 
an inning in relief of Vince 
Velasquez, who lasted 
three innings. 

The fading Reds have losf 
nine of fheir last 13. 

BRAVES 7, BLUE JAYS 2 
ATLANTA (AP) — Josh Don¬ 
aldson doubled and drove 
in three runs, Mike Foltyne- 
wicz pitched five scoreless 
innings, and streaking At¬ 
lanta won its sixth straight 
game. 

Ozzie Albies added an 
early RBI for the Braves, 
who are 14-2 since Aug. 16 
and 32 games over .500 for 
the first time since the 2003 
team finished 101-61. 

Tyler Flowers’ three-run 
double in the eighth fin¬ 
ished off the Blue Jays, who 
have lost 12 of 15 to fall a 
season-worst 30 games un¬ 
der .500. 

Foltynewicz (5-5) allowed 
a baserunner in each of his 
innings, but none in scoring 
position. He walked three 
and struck out two. 

Rowdy Tellez homered and 
Derek Fisher added an RBI 
double for Toronto. Wilmer 
Font (3-4) took the loss. 
MARLINS 5, PIRATES 4,10 IN¬ 
NINGS 



Philadelphia Phillies’ Bryce Harper, left, and Cesar Hernandez celebrate the team's 6-2 win over 
the Cincinnati Reds in a baseball game Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019, in Cincinnati. 

Associated Press 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Miguel 
Rojas hit a tying home run 
with two outs in the ninth 
and Garrett Cooper con¬ 
nected in the 10th as Miami 
rallied past Pittsburgh, end¬ 
ing their franchise-record 
15-game road losing streak. 
The Marlins were down to 
their final out when Rojas 
homered to center field off 
Felipe Vazquez, who had 
jusf his fhird blown save in 
27 opportunifies. 

Cooper's home run, a 444- 
foot shot to left-center, 
came with one out off 
Parker Markel (0-1). 

Adam Conley (2-7) got the 
last out of the ninth when 
Pablo Reyes was thrown 
out at home while trying 
to score from second base 
on Adam Frazier’s infield 
single. 

Jose Urena pitched a per¬ 
fect 10th for his first save of 
the season and second of 
his career. He was Miami’s 
opening day starter this 
year. 

BREWERS 4, ASTROS 2 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Zack 
Greinke lost his first game 
since joining Houston, giv¬ 
ing up a three-run homer to 
Eric Thames as Milwaukee 
earned a split of the inter¬ 
league series. 

Greinke (4-1) stumbled 
for the first time in six starts 
since being traded from 
Arizona on July 31st. He al¬ 
lowed four runs on eight hits 
over six innings. He came in 
4-0 in his five previous starts. 
Jordan Lyles (10-8) made 


his first career start against 
the club that made him the 
38th pick of the 2008 ma¬ 
jor league draft. The right¬ 
hander allowed two runs 
on six hits and struck out 
two over 6 1/3 innings for 
his fifth win in seven starts 
since being acquired on 
July 29th from Pittsburgh for 
right-hander Cody Ponce. 
Josh Hader handled the 
ninth for his 28th save in 34 
chances. 

Alex Bregman hit his 33rd 
homer, a solo shot off Lyles 
in the sixth, extending his 
single-season career-best 
for home runs. 

CARDINALS 1, GIANTS 0 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — Jack Fla¬ 
herty pitched one-hit ball 
over eight innings, Marcell 
Ozuna homered and St. 
Louis—with a fluky foul ball- 
turned-base hit — beat San 
Francisco. 

Flaherty (9-7) carried a no¬ 
hitter into the sixth inning 
and dominated with eight 
strikeouts and a walk. 

Mike Yastrzemski had San 
Francisco’s only two hits. 

St. Louis only had five hifs, 
including one by Paul De- 
Jong fhaf looked like a 
trick pool shot. DeJong hit 
a ball that rolled about 10 
feet foul of fhe first base 
line before spinning all the 
way back into fair territory 
roughly 3/4 of the way to 
the bag. DeJong raced to 
first to load the bases with 
two outs in the first. 

San Francisco right-hander 
Dereck Rodriguez pitched 


out of the inning. 

St. Louis has won 20 of its 
last 25 games. San Francis¬ 
co has lost seven of its last 
eight. 

NATIONALS 11,METS 10 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Kurt 
Suzuki capped the larg¬ 
est ninth-inning comeback 
in Nationals history with a 
game-ending, three-run 
homer, helping Washing¬ 
ton score seven runs in its 
final af-baf to beat New 
York. 

Mets relievers Paul Sewald, 
Luis Avilan and Edwin Diaz 
pitched through the melt¬ 
down, retiring just one Na¬ 
tionals batter while Wash¬ 
ington rallied for its 20th win 
in 26 games. 

New York led 10-4 after 
scoring five runs in the top of 
the ninth. Wilson Ramos ex¬ 
tended his hitting streak to 
26 games and Pete Alonso 
crushed his 44th homer to 
put the Mets in position for 
a win over the current lead¬ 
ers in the NL wild-card hunt. 
Sewald allowed four hits 
to his five batters, includ¬ 
ing Trea Turner's RBI double 
and Anthony Rendon’s RBI 
single. Avilan allowed a sin¬ 
gle to load the bases, and 
then Diaz (1-7) relieved and 
allowed a two-run double 
to pinch-hitter Ryan Zim¬ 
merman followed by Suzu- 
ki’s blast. 

Javy Guerra (3-1) retired 
the only batter he faced to 
end the Mets’ ninth. 

CUBS 6 , MARINERS 1 
CHICAGO (AP) — Nicho¬ 


las Castellanos homered 
and drove in four runs, and 
Chicago celebrated the 
return of Willson Contreras 
and Ben Zobrist by topping 
Seattle. Jon Lester (12-9) es¬ 
caped three bases-loaded 
jams while working six in¬ 
nings in his second straight 
win, helping Chicago stay 
three games back of NL 
Central-leading St. Louis. 
Daniel Vogelbach's pinch- 
hit RBI single in the eighth 
accounted for Seatfle's 
only run in its fourth loss in 
five games. 

Felix Hernandez (1-5) lasted 
just three innings in his third 
start since coming off the 
injured list after being side¬ 
lined for more than three 
months with right shoulder 
stiffness. 

DIAMONDBACKS 2, PADRES 
1 

PHOENIX (AP) — Merrill 
Kelly pitched three-hit ball 
over seven scoreless in¬ 
nings, closer Archie Bradley 
stranded the bases loaded 
in the ninth and Arizona 
beat San Diego. 

Arizona is five games over 
.500 (72-67) for fhe first time 
since being 25-20 on May 
17. The club is 3 1/2 games 
behind the Cubs for the 
second NL wild card. 

Kelley (10-13) is the fifth Dia¬ 
mondbacks rookie to win 
10 games. He struck out 
nine and walked two. 
Bradley struck out Nick Mar¬ 
tini to wrap his 11 th save. 
Wil Myers drove in San Di¬ 
ego’s run. 

Josh Rojas and Jake Lamb 
had an RBI each during 
Arizona’s two-run first inning 
against starter Ronald Bola- 
fios (0-1). 

DODGERS 5, ROCKIES 3 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Rus¬ 
sell Martin hit a go-ahead, 
three-run homer with two 
outs and pinch-hitter David 
Freese followed with a solo 
shot in the seventh inning, 
lifting Los Angeles over 
Colorado. The Rockies lost 
their eighth in a row overall, 
tying a season-long skid, 
and dropped their 12th in 
13 games. The Dodgers 
slugged seven homers — 
one off their season high — 
in beating the Rockies 16-9 
Monday. They tacked on 
three more in the middle 
game of the series to give 
them 248 this season.Q 
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Close to home, 
Iturria takes Vuelta 
stage for 1st win 
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United States’ Carli Lloyd scores a goal against Portugal during the first half of a friendly soccer 
match Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019, in St. Paul, Minn. 

Associated Press 

Lloyd scores 2, U.S. women beat 
Portugal again on victory tour 


URDAX, Spain (AP) — Mikel 
Iturria couldn’t have asked 
for a better setting for his 
first professional cycling 
win. 

Just a few kilometers (miles) 
from home and with his 
family watching, Iturria 
used a solo breakaway to 
win the 11th stage of the 
Spanish Vuelta on Wednes¬ 
day. 

“To win it the Vuelta, close 
to home and with my fam¬ 
ily here, is a dream come 
true," the Spaniard said. 
“Before the race I was 
asked which stage I want¬ 
ed to win, and I said this 
was the one. I gave all I 
had. I was going as fast as I 
could, finding strength that 
I didn't know I had, and 
was able to make it to the 
end and win the stage.” 
Iturria held on for the victo¬ 
ry after making an impres¬ 
sive solo run with about 25 
kilometers (15 miles) to go 
of the 180-kilometer (112- 


mile) ride from Saint-Palais 
to Urdax in Spain’s Basque 
Country. 

Iturria, a 27-year-old rider 
from team Euskadi-Murias, 
finished six seconds ahead 
of the first group of chasers. 
He had built a gap of near¬ 
ly 50 seconds with about 15 
kilometers (9 miles) to go. 

“I don’t have words for 
this,” the Basque Country 
rider said. “We’ll have to 
toast with champagne to¬ 
night.” 

“It was a bit of a hard start 
but then it was a nice day 
and my team did a great 
job," said Roglic, a former 
ski jumper from Slovenia 
who rides for team Jum- 
bo-Visma. “We’ve proven 
this is a big team already. 
I don’t think tomorrow’s 
stage is more dangerous 
than the high mountains. 
I don’t have any problem 
with short climbs. We need 
to be focused on the mo¬ 
ment and do our best. "□ 


ST. PAUL, Minn. (AP) — Carli 
Lloyd scored twice and the 
U.S. national team extend¬ 
ed its winning streak to 16 
games with a 3-0 exhibition 
victory over Portugal on 
Tuesday night. 

It was Jill Ellis' 105th victory 
as the U.S. coach, tying 
her with Tony DiCicco’s re¬ 
cord from 1994-1999. Ellis, 
now 105-7-18, plans to step 
down in October following 
the team’s final two victory 
tour matches. 

The match at Allianz Field 
was the third of a five-city 
tour celebrating the U.S. 
team’s World Cup victory 
this summer in France. It 
was the team's second 
straight World Cup title and 
fourth overall. 

The Americans also de¬ 
feated Portugal 4-0 last 
Thursday at Philadelphia’s 
Lincoln Financial Field be¬ 
fore 49,504 fans, the larg¬ 
est ever for a stand-alone 
friendly game for the U.S. 
women. 

The Americans have won 
all nine of their meetings 
with Portugal and have 
never allowed a goal. 

Lloyd scored in the 22nd 
minute and converted a 
penalty kick some 10 min¬ 
utes later. The 37-year-old 
has 117 career goals and 
leads the team with 12 this 
year alone. 

Lloyd, a two-time FIFA 
World Player of the Year, 
grabbed headlines re¬ 


cently when she kicked a 
55-yard field goal at the 
Philadelphia Eagles’ train¬ 
ing camp. 

Lindsey Horan scored in 
93rd minute on a header 
off a corner kick from Chris¬ 
ten Press, who has a team- 
best 11 assists this year. 

Alex Morgan and Rose 
Lavelle were both out be¬ 
cause of concussion pro¬ 
tocol. Lloyd started up top 
for the United States for 
the second straight game 
while Jessica McDonald 
took the place of Megan 
Rapinoe, who has an Achil¬ 
les injury. Kelley O'Hara was 
sidelined by an ankle injury. 
Defender Ali Krieger and 


her fiancee, goalkeeper 
Ashlyn Harris, were not with 
the team because of a 
family emergency. 

North Carolina Courage 
forward Kristen Hamilton 
made her debut for the U.S. 
in the 76th minute, coming 
in as a sub for McDonald. 

A sellout crowd of 19,600 
watched the team’s first 
match at Allianz Field, the 
home of Major League 
Soccer's Minnesota Unit¬ 
ed, which opened earlier 
this year. The victory tour 
continues next month with 
games against South Ko¬ 
rea on Oct. 3 in Charlotte, 
North Carolina, and Oct. 6 
in ChicagoO 



Euskadi Basque Country Murias' Team Mikel Iturria of Spain 
celebrates after winning the stage during the 11th stage 
between Saint Palais and Urdarx Dantxarinea, 180 kilometers 
(111,84miles), of the Spanish Vuelta cycling race that finishes 
in Urdax Dantxarinea, northern Spain, Wednesday, Sept.4, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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YouTube to pay $170M fine after violating kids’ privacy law 



A sign with coming changes to kids’ comment on YouTube is displayed as Federal Trade 
Commission Chairman Joe Simons speaks at a news conference at the Federal Trade Commission 
in Washington, Wednesday, Sept. 4, 2019, to announce that Google's video site YouTube has 
been fined $170 million to settle allegations it collected children’s personal data without their 
parents' consent. 

Associated Press 


By RACHEL LERMAN and 
MARCY GORDON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Google will pay $170 million 
to settle allegations its You¬ 
Tube video service collect¬ 
ed personal data on chil¬ 
dren without their parents’ 
consent. 

The company agreed to 
work with video creators 
to label material aimed 
at kids and said it will limit 
data collection when users 
view such videos, regard¬ 
less of their age. 

Some lawmakers and chil¬ 
dren’s advocacy groups, 
however, complained that 
the settlement terms aren’t 
strong enough to rein in a 
company whose parent. 
Alphabet, made a profit 
of $30.7 billion last year on 
revenue of $136.8 billion, 
mostly from targeted ads. 
Google will pay $136 mil¬ 
lion to the Federal Trade 
Commission and $34 million 
to New York state, which 
had a similar investiga¬ 
tion. The fine is the largest 
the FTC has levied against 
Google, although it is tiny 
compared with the $5 bil¬ 
lion fine imposed against 
Facebook this year for pri¬ 
vacy violations. 

The federal government 
has increased scrutiny of 
big tech companies in the 
past two years — espe¬ 
cially questioning how the 
tech giants collect and use 
personal information from 
their billions of customers. 
Many of the huge Silicon 
Valley companies are also 
under antitrust investiga¬ 
tions aimed at determin¬ 
ing whether the compa¬ 
nies have unlawfully stifled 
competition. 

Kids under 13 are pro¬ 
tected by a 1998 federal 
law that requires parental 
consent before companies 
can collect and share their 
personal information. 

Tech companies typically 
skirt that by banning kids un¬ 
der 13 entirely, though such 
bans are rarely enforced. 
In YouTube’s lengthy terms 
of service, those who are 
under 13 are simply asked, 
“please do not use the Ser¬ 
vice.” 

But younger kids commonly 
watch videos on YouTube, 
and many popular You¬ 


Tube channels feature car¬ 
toons or sing-a-longs made 
for children. According to 
the FTC, YouTube assigned 
ratings to its video chan¬ 
nels and even had a “Y” 
category directed at kids 
ages 7 or under. Yet from 
an advertising standpoint, 
YouTube targeted ads to 
those kids just as they would 
adults. The FTC's complaint 
details Google’s mixed 
messages about whom the 
service is geared for and in¬ 
cludes as evidence Google 
presentations made to toy 
companies Mattel and 
Flasbro where YouTube is 
described as the “new Sat¬ 
urday Morning Cartoons" 
and the “#1 website regu¬ 
larly visited by kids." 
“YouTube touted its popu¬ 
larity with children to pro¬ 
spective corporate cli¬ 
ents,” FTC Chairman Joe 
Simons said in a statement. 
Yet when it came to com¬ 
plying with the law, he said, 
“the company refused to 
acknowledge that portions 
of ifs plafform were clearly 
directed to kids.” 
According to the settle¬ 
ment, Google and You¬ 
Tube will get “verifiable” 


consent from parents be¬ 
fore they collect or use 
personal information from 
children. The company also 
agreed not to use personal 
information they collected 
from children before. 
YouTube has ifs own service 
for children, YouTube Kids. 
The kids-focused service 
already requires parental 
consent and uses simple 
math problems to ensure 
that kids aren’t signing in on 
their own. 

YouTube Kids does not tar¬ 
get ads based on viewer 
interests the way the main 
YouTube service does. But 
the children's version does 
track information about 
what kids are watching in 
order to recommend vid¬ 
eos. It also collects person¬ 
ally identifying device infor¬ 
mation. 

On Wednesday, Google 
said that starting early next 
year, it will also limit tar¬ 
geting on its main service 
for videos meanf for kids. 
Google is relying on vid¬ 
eo creators to label such 
items, though it will also em¬ 
ploy artificial intelligence to 
help. 

YouTube won’t seek paren¬ 


tal consent there, however, 
even on videos intended 
tor children. The company 
is avoiding that precaution 
by instead turning off any 
personal tracking on those 
videos, saying it will col¬ 
lect only what is needed to 
make the service work. For 
such videos, YouTube also 
won’t offer features like 
comments and notifica¬ 
tions and won’t serve per¬ 
sonalized ads. 

The settlement now needs 
to be approved by a fed¬ 
eral court in Washington. 

As with the Facebook set¬ 
tlement, the FTC vote was 
3-2, with both Democrats 
opposing. 

YouTube “baited kids with 
nursery rhymes, cartoons, 
and more to feed its mas¬ 
sively profitable behavioral 
advertising business,” Dem¬ 
ocratic Commissioner Rohit 
Chopra said in a tweet. “It 
was lucrative, and it was il¬ 
legal.” 

He said in his dissent that 
the settlement offered no 
individual accountability, 
insufficient remedies and 
a fine amount that “still al¬ 
lows the company to profit 
from its lawbreaking.” 


Sen. Edward Markey, a 
Massachusetts Democrat, 
said the settlement terms 
won’t turn YouTube into a 
safe place for children and 
“makes clear that this FTC 
stands tor ‘Forgetting Teens 
and Children.’” 

A coalition of advocacy 
groups that last year helped 
trigger the FTC's investiga¬ 
tion said the outcome will 
reduce the amount of be¬ 
havioral advertising target¬ 
ing children. 

“We are gratified fhaf 
the FTC has finally forced 
Google to confront its long¬ 
standing lie that it wasn’t 
targeting children on You¬ 
Tube,” said Jeff Chester, 
executive director of the 
Center for Digital Democ¬ 
racy. 

But he said the “paltry” fine 
sends a signal that politi¬ 
cally powerful corporations 
don't have to fear serious 
consequences for breaking 
the law. 

Critics of the settlement — 
including dissenting Demo¬ 
cratic Commissioner Re¬ 
becca Slaughter — also 
expressed concern that 
too much responsibility was 
being placed on video cre¬ 
ators to classify their own 
content as kid-oriented, 
and thus limited to less-lu¬ 
crative ads. They say that 
potentially allows Google 
to turn a blind eye as some 
try to cheat the system to 
make more money. 
Andrew Smith, the FTC’s 
consumer protection direc¬ 
tor, acknowledged that 
concern as valid, but said 
YouTube “has strong incen¬ 
tives to police its platform" 
to avoid further action from 
the agency. 

Google is already under a 
2011 agreement with the 
FTC that barred it from mis- 
presenting its privacy policy 
and subjected the com¬ 
pany to 20 years of regu¬ 
lar, independent privacy 
audits. Google was fined 
$22.5 million in 2012 for vio¬ 
lating that settlement when 
the FTC found it improperly 
used tracking cookies on 
Apple’s Safari browser. 
Separately, the FTC fined 
video site Musically, now 
called TikTok, $5.7 million 
earlier this year after finding 
it illegally collected person¬ 
al information about kids. □ 
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Stocks move higher as investors pivot from broad sell-off 


By ALEX VEIGA 
Associated Press 

Technology companies 
led a broad rally in U.S. 
stocks Wednesday after¬ 
noon, placing the market 
on track to recoup its losses 
from a day earlier. 

Traders pivoted to riskier 
holdings as encouraging 
developments overseas 
helped alleviate investors' 
anxiety over the global 
economy. Lawmakers in 
Britain were seeking a less 
chaotic exit from the Eu¬ 
ropean Union and politi¬ 
cal tensions in Hong Kong 
eased. 

The rally reversed Tuesday's 
losses, when disappointing 
economic data and an 
escalation in the ongoing 
trade war between the U.S. 
and China led to a sell-off 
that ended a three-day 
winning streak for the mar¬ 
ket. 

Chipmakers, which have 
been at the mercy of 
trade war volatility, did 
much of the heavy lifting 
for the technology sector 
Wednesday. Intel rose 3.6% 
and Nvidia rose 2.7%. Ap¬ 
ple, which relies on China 
as a key part of its supply 
chain, rose 1.6%. 
Communication services, 
industrial and financial 
stocks also notched solid 


gains. Activision Blizzard 
climbed 4.6%, Honeywell 
gained 2.2% and Citigroup 
added 1.2%. 

Traders moved away from 
safe-play holdings, such 
as utilities and real estate, 
which lagged the market. 
Investors have been wor¬ 
ried that the trade war and 
a slowing global economy 
could tip the U.S. into a re¬ 
cession. The bond market 
has reflected these fears, 
with long-term bond yields 
falling below short-term 
ones in August, a so-called 
inversion in the U.S. yield 
curve that has frequently 
predicted previous reces¬ 
sions. While bond yields 
turned lower on Wednes¬ 
day, long-term bond yields 
were once again higher 
than short-term ones. The 
yield on the 10-year Trea¬ 
sury note fell to 1.45% from 
1.46% late Tuesday. The 
yield on the 2-year Trea¬ 
sury note slid to 1.43% from 
1.46%. 

KEEPING SCORE: The S&P 
500 was up 0.8% as of 1:58 
p.m. Eastern Time. The Dow 
Jones Industrial Average 
rose 182 points, or 0.7%, 
to 26,299. The Nasdaq, 
which is heavily weighted 
with technology stocks, 
climbed 1.1%. 

OVERSEAS: Asian stocks 


US trade gap fell 2.7% in July 
including the gap with China 


By JOSH BOAK 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

U.S. trade deficit declined 
in July, including the gap 
with China that has been 
the focus of President Don¬ 
ald Trump's tariffs. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment said Wednesday 
that the gap between the 
goods and services the 
U.S. buys and what it sells 
abroad fell 2.7% to $54 bil¬ 
lion in July from June. Ex¬ 
ports rose 0.6% to $207.4 
billion, while imports ticked 
down 0.1% to $261.4 billion. 
Compared to a year ago, 
the average trade gap has 
increased $7 billion. 

Trade has become a sen¬ 
sitive topic for the global 
economy as the United 
States has escalated a tar¬ 


iff war with China. Trump 
has been taxing Chinese 
imports in hopes of reduc¬ 
ing the trade gap and re¬ 
ceiving better terms for 
trade, yet his moves have 
generated uncertainties 
that have hurt growth and 
pushed manufacturing into 
a slowdown. By Dec. 15, 
the United States is sched¬ 
uled to tax almost every 
Chinese import. Trump im¬ 
posed a 15% tax this month 
on $112 billion of Chinese 
imports, in addition to al¬ 
ready imposing a 25% tariff 
on $250 billion worth of Chi¬ 
nese goods. The taxes are 
hitting U.S. consumers and 
businesses as 87% of textiles 
and clothing the United 
States buys from China and 
52% of shoes now face a 
surcharged 



In this Aug. 21, 2019, file photo trader John Panin, center, works 
on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. 

Associated Press 


moved broadly higher. The 
Hang Seng in Hong Kong 
surged 3.9% after the gov¬ 
ernment withdrew an ex¬ 
tradition bill that had set off 
three months of protests in 
the region. 

Stocks in Europe moved 
broadly higher following 
the latest developments 
in Britain’s plans to exit the 
European Union. Britain's 
parliament will attempt to 
defy Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson and his plans to 
pull out of the EU on Oct. 31 
with or without a withdraw¬ 
al agreement. Leaving the 
EU without a deal that cov¬ 
ers trade and other issues 
could result in economic 
chaos for Britain and com¬ 
plicate trade with member 


nations in the EU. 

ANALYST’S TAKE: While geo¬ 
political developments in 
Britain and Hong Kong are 
giving the markets a lift, in¬ 


vestors should keep in mind 
Tuesday’s weak manufac¬ 
turing activity report as yet 
another harbinger of an 
economic slowdown.Q 
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Contact us at *297 5S7-6S66 
or visit us Super Food Plaza, 

£u brill 141-A. Nonrd, Aruba. 


THINKING ABOUT BUYING YOUR 
OWN HOME? 


-Aruba Real Estate 
Market 


- Notary Services 


- Mortgage and 
Insurance 


- Renovations 


We have the perfect seminar for buyers 
interested in purchasing their first home. The 
seminar will cover all the essential information 
you would need to know about buying a home. 


WHEN: Thursday* September 5til, 2019 
WHERE: Food Factory [Located above 
Superfood) 

There will be limited seating please remember 
to RSVP before Tuesday September 3rd, 2019 at 
ad m i n@co I d we! tba riker.com 

Light snacks and refreshments provided. 
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BANKER □ 















THURSDAY 5 SEPTEMBER 


^COMICS 



Mutts 



Blondie 



Mother Goose & Grimm 




Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★★ 9/05 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Former Florida 
governor Bush 

4 “Pirates _ 
Caribbean” 

9 Reach a high 
point 

13 Symbols for 
kisses 

15 Characteristic 

16 TV’s The 
Amazing 

17 Old phone 
feature 

18 Teeming crowd 

19 Kiln kin 

201/3 of a 

pregnancy term 

22 Prescriptions, for 
short 

23 Comedian Sahl 

24 Siesta 

26 Vises 

29 Failing to mention 

34 Disneyland 
attractions 

35 Virginia or 
Georgia 

36 Arabian or Yellow 

37 Passionate 

38 Funny & clever 

39 Armed conflicts 

40 22nd letter 

41 Hemorrhoids 

42 Depart 

43 Teacher 

45 Go to have a 
breakdown 

46 _ Wednesday; 
start of Lent 

47 Chef 

48 Waterbird 

51 Unscrupulous 

56 Dry streambed 

57 Revolving engine 
part 

58 Metal fastener 

60 As slippery _ eel 

61 Cognizant 

62 Thickheaded 

63 No longer wild 

64 Bet 

65 French article 

DOWN 

1 Buddy Ebsen’s 
hillbilly role 

2 Way out 
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Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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3 Forest animal 

4 “Do unto_...” 

5 Winter roof 
coating 

6 Pastry 

7 Animal pelt 

8 Endless time 

9 On the dot 

10 Roof overhang 

11 _ a test; passed 
easily 

12 Griffey Sr. & 
Griffey Jr. 

14 _ down; lost 
weight 

21 Cleaning tools 

25 Broke bread 

26 Thirst for 

27 Short-_; brief 

28 Avignon 
farewell 

29 Furry swimmer 

30 Floor pads 

31 Soul singer 
Hayes 

32 Chutzpah 

33 Helium & 
hydrogen 

35 Farm building 

38 Drop out 


39 Saturday & 
Sunday 

41 Faux _; social 
blunder 

42 Roaring beast 

44 Pooch 

45 More destitute 

47 Task 

48 Slap 


49 “Fuzzy Wuzzy _ 
bear...” 

50 Actor West 

52 Dubuque’s state 

53 Male animal 

54 First king of Israel 

55 Magazine title 
59 Scale divisions: 

abbr. 
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Black bear kills 
Minnesota woman in 
Canada in rare attack 


Associated Press 
INTERNATIONAL FALLS, 
Minn. (AP) — A black bear 
has killed a Minnesota 
woman on a secluded is¬ 
land in Canadian waters in 
an attack that experts call 
extremely rare. 

Catherine Sweatt-Mueller, 
62, of Maple Plain, was 
staying with her parents 
in a remote cabin on Red 
Pine Island in Rainy Lake 
when she was killed, On¬ 
tario Provincial Police said. 
Police Constable Jim Davis 
saids Sweatt-Mueller went 
outside Sunday evening 
when she heard her two 
dogs barking, but that she 
never returned, the Star Tri¬ 
bune reported. 

The dogs, one of them in¬ 
jured, returned to the cab¬ 
in. Her parents, who are 
in their 80s, also were on 
the island and her mother 
called police, Davis said. 
Officers found a bear 
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standing over Sweatt- 
Mueller’s body and shot 
the animal. 

Davis told The Associated 
Press on Wednesday that 
he could not say what 
caused the attack. 

While authorities typically 
handle complaints about 
bears rooting through gar¬ 
bage summer through fall, 
he said there have been 
no reports of bears attack¬ 
ing people. 

The bear is being sent for 
testing at the University of 
Guelph, and a necropsy — 
an animal autopsy — will 
be performed to help de¬ 
termine if there were any 
physical reasons for the 
bear’s abnormal behavior, 
Maimoona Dinani, a me¬ 
dia relations officer for the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry, 
said in a statement. No 
one witnessed the attack, 
Dinani said. □ 


Halley Time Travel 


Marriott Ocean Club 
Gold Season 

1 BR Ocean View $ 5 K 

2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 

1 BR Ocean Front $12K 

2 BR Ocean Front $14K 

Marriott Surf Club 

2 BR Garden View $ 7 K 
2 BR Ocean View $ 8 K 
2 BR Ocean Side $9 K 
2 BR Ocean Front $12 K 

Renaissance Suites 

1 BR WK # 35 $3500 
3rd Floor Pool/Ocean View 
Eagle Resort and Casino 

1 BR WK 34 
2sd floor $4000 

Casa Del Mar 

2 BR WK 34 $7500 
3rd floor Ocean View 
Aruba Divi Phoenix 
Studio WK 35 and 36 
2sd Floor Ocean Front 
32 week remain 
Vilas $5000 each 
Call: 630 1307 
Johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
arubaresalesrealty@hotmail.com 
facebookpage:resales&realty 
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Renaissance Aruba 

week 5 Unit 3 5 22 - $ S ,000 
Work 7 Unit 3316 - $4,000 
Week 17 Unit 320 - $3000 
Week 20 Unit 2329 - $2,fl50 
Week 23 Unit 2326 - $2,300 
Week 24 Unit 2505 - $ 3,750 
W«k 26 Unit 2520 - $3,200 
Week 27 Unit 2520- $3,200 
Week 27 Unil 2147 ^ $5,000 
Week 30 Unit 2546 - $5,500 
Week 30 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
Week 31 Unit 2307 - $3,500 
W«k 33 Unit 2535 - $S,000 
Week 34 Unit 2535 - $B,000 


TIMESHARES FOR SALE! 
AMAZING DEALS UP FOR GRABS! 


Renaissance Aruba 
Week 34 Unh 2121 - $3,500 
Week 34 Unil 2376 - $2,000 
Week 35 Unh 2326 - $2,WO 
Wmk 35 Unit 21 20 - $3,500 
Week 36 Unil 231 5 - $2,250 
Week 3* Unh 3143 -$3,500 
Week 39 Unil 2314 - $3,500 
Week 41 Unit 2132 - $3,fl75 
W«k 42 Unit 2132 - $3,£75 
Week 42 Unil 2136 - $4,000 
Week 45 Unh 2305 - $5,500 
Week 45 Unil 2551 - $5,500 
Week 50 Unit 2510 - $4,500 


La Cabana BRC 

Week 29 Unil 419D - $ 1,999 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unil 419D - $ \ ,999 (SPECIAL) 

Week 30 Unit 227 A - $ 3,500 

Week 33 Unit 1 3BA - $2,250 

Week 34 Unit 1 3SA - $2,750 

Week 36 Unit 1 24B ~ $4,000 

Week 45 Unit 424AB - $16,400 

Week 46 Unit 316C - $ 5,200 

Marriott Surf Club 
Week 44 Unit 6909 - $1 5 r 000 

Divi Dutch Village 
Week 43 Unil 7206 ^ $2,000 


CALI US AT (297) 737 3006 OR E-MAIL AT ZACH@BUYARUBATIMESHARES.COM 
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DOCTOR ON DUTY 

Oranjestad 

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 
IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
San Nicolas 
Police Tipline 
Ambulancia 
Fire Dept. 

Red Cross 


ST^P 

Violence Against Women 


facebo ok.to m/ambatoday/ 




HEALTH 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


Oranjestad: 

Kibrahacha Tel. 583 4908 
San Nicolas: 

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794 


OTHER 


EMERGENCY 


100 

527 3140 
527 3200 
527 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 
115 

582 2219 


TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 

TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 

American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



September 10 

Freedom of the Seas 

September 11 

Monarch 

AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 

General Info 

Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Lobster fishing group 
withdraws support 
of whale agreement 

By PATRICK WHITTLE 
Associated Press 

PORTLAND, Maine (AP) — An organization that 
represents Maine’s lobster fishermen is pulling its 
support of a proposed plan to protect endan¬ 
gered whales. 

The subject of North Atlantic right whale conser¬ 
vation has been a major source of contention for 
the lobster fishery in Maine, which supplies by far 
the most U.S. lobster. There are only about 400 of 
the whales, which are prone to entanglement in 
fishing gear. 

The Maine Lobstermen's Association has taken a 
closer reading of the science behind the plan, 
which a federal team recommended in April, 
and believes it places too much of the onus on 
lobster fishermen, association executive director 
Patrice McCarron said. 

The plan, when adopted into law, could result in 
the removal of 50% of Maine’s lobster trap lines 
from the water. The industry deserves a plan that 
takes into account the risk whales face from ship 
strikes and other types of fishing gear, McCarron 
said. 

“We are in no way saying that we feel the Maine 
lobster fishery is going to walk away from its re¬ 
sponsibility. We remain committed to finding 
management measures that reflect the risk our 
fishery poses to right whales,” she said. 

The next step for the whale plan is for the Nation¬ 
al Oceanic and Atmospheric and Administra¬ 
tion’s National Marine Fisheries Service to devel¬ 
op it into proposed rules, said Jennifer Goebel, 
a spokeswoman. That could happen by year's 
end. 

The agency plans to address the Maine Lobster- 
men's Association’s decision to withdraw sup¬ 
port but wasn't ready to do so yet on Wednes¬ 
day, Goebel said. The goal is for implementation 
of rules by July 2020, she said. 

Environmental groups have long called for strict¬ 
er fishing rules to protect right whales. The lob- 
stering group’s decision to pull back from the 
agreement is “disappointing,” but shouldn’t be 
allowed to jeopardize the drive for better pro¬ 
tections, said C.T. Harry, marine campaigner at 
the International Fund for Animal Welfare. 

The end goals are “practical solutions that both 
address the crisis facing the critically endan¬ 
gered North Atlantic right whale and ensure the 
long-term success of the lobstering industry,” 
Harry said. 

Maine's lobstering industry is critical to the state's 
economic health. The state's lobsters were worth 
nearly half a billion dollars at the docks last 
yearO 
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This GOES-16, GeoColor satellite image taken Tuesday, Sept. 3, 2019, at 17:10 UTC and provided 
by National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), shows Hurricane Dorian moving 
off the east coast of Florida in the Atlantic Ocean. 

Associated Press 

Upper atmosphere gridlock 
stalled Hurricane Dorian 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 

Hurricane Dorian is finally moving. But for 
a day-and-half it just sat on and pounded 
Grand Bahama Island because nothing 
high up in the atmosphere was making it 
budge. 

That meteorological gridlock, which slows 
or stalls storms, is happening more often in 
a warming world, studies show. 

Before Dorian picked up speed Tuesday 
morning, the upper atmosphere had been 
too calm. While this had been horrible for 
the Bahamas, where the storm’s onslaught 
had been relentless, meteorologists said it 
may have helped spare Florida a bit. 
Usually the upper atmosphere's winds 
push and pull Atlantic hurricanes north or 
west or at least somewhere. They are so 
powerful that they dictate where these 
big storms go. 

But the steering currents at an altitude of 
18,000 feet (5,486 meters) had just ground 
to a halt. They were not moving, so neither 
was Dorian. 

After reaching record-tying wind speeds 
on landfall in the Bahamas, the storm 
stalled. Its eyewall first hit Grand Baha¬ 
ma Island Sunday night, and into Tues¬ 
day morning part of the eye still lingered 
there, meteorologists said. For 28 hours on 
Monday and Tuesday, the hurricane cen¬ 
ter said the storm was either stationary or 
crawling at 1 mph (1.6 kph). 

“This is unprecedented,” said Jeff Masters, 
meteorology director at Weather Under¬ 
ground who used to fly into hurricanes. 
“We’ve never had a Category 5 stall for so 
long in the Atlantic hurricane record.” 

For all storms, regardless of size, “it’s very 
odd” but not quite unprecedented, said 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad¬ 
ministration climate scientist Jim Kossin, 
who has studied the forward movement 
of hurricanes. Tropical cyclones around 
the world are slowing down, he said. 

In Dorian’s case, there is an ongoing battle 


between high pressure systems that push 
storms and low pressure systems that pull 
them. 

A high pressure system in Bermuda has 
been acting like a wall, keeping Dorian 
from heading north. But a low pressure 
trough moving east from the Midwest 
has eroded that high and is trying to pull 
Dorian north. Those two weather systems 
“are fighting it out and neither is winning,” 
Masters said Monday. 

There's just no flow pushing it anywhere. 
Think of it like a tiny paper boat or a peb¬ 
ble in a stagnant pond, which just doesn't 
move, said Colorado State University hur¬ 
ricane researcher Phil Klotzbach. 

Finally, Tuesday morning the low pressure 
trough eroded enough of the high pres¬ 
sure system to allow Dorian to start moving 
northwest. It was forecast to move more 
northward after that and eventually pick 
up speed. 

What happened to Dorian “is consistent 
with the kind of changes that we might ex¬ 
pect with global warming," NOAA’s Kos¬ 
sin said Tuesday. He said this storm has not 
been studied in the precise ways that cli¬ 
mate scientists need to say global warm¬ 
ing was a factor. 

But Kossin’s 2018 study in the journal Nature 
found tropical cyclones around the globe 
had slowed down 10% from 1949 to 2016. 
And he was able to examine U.S. storms 
back to 1900 and found a 17% slowdown 
since then. 

“I find it very compelling that we’re ob¬ 
serving that much of a slowdown over a 
long period of time,” Kossin said. 

It all starts in the Arctic, which is warming 
faster than the rest of the globe because 
of emissions of heat-trapping gases from 
the burning of coal, oil and gas. The jet 
stream, which moves global weather 
along, slows down when there’s less of a 
temperature and air pressure difference 
between the Arctic and lower latitudes, 
Kossin said. □ 
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Justice Sotomayor encourages kids to ‘Just Ask’ in new book 


By JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Su¬ 
preme Court Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor has said that 
the seed for what has be¬ 
come her latest children’s 
book was planted the day 
a woman called her a drug 
addict. 

Sotomayor, who was diag¬ 
nosed with diabetes at age 
7, had gone to the bath¬ 
room of an upscale New 
York restaurant to give her¬ 
self an insulin shot. She was 
in her 30s but hiding her dia¬ 
betes. Another diner came 
in and saw her and later, as 
Sotomayor was leaving the 
restaurant, she heard the 
woman tell a companion: 
“She’s a drug addict.” 
Outraged, Sotomayor con¬ 
fronted her, explaining that 
the shot was medicine, not 
drugs: “If you don’t know 
something, ask, don't as¬ 
sume,” Sotomayor said. 
From that exchange comes 
the title of Sotomayor’s lat¬ 
est book, “Just Ask! Be Dif¬ 
ferent, Be Brave, Be You,” 
released Tuesday and in¬ 
tended for kids age 4 to 8. 
The book introduces read¬ 
ers to children who face 
what Sotomayor calls “life 
challenges” as they work 
together to create a gar¬ 
den rich with different flow¬ 
ers and plants, a metaphor 
for their own differences. 



U.S. Supreme Court Justice Sonia Sotomayor addresses attendees of an event promoting her new 
children's book “Just Ask!” in Decatur, Ga., Sunday, Sept. 1, 2019. 


A young Sotomayor begins 
the book by talking about 
her diabetes and encour¬ 
aging children to ask about 
other kids’ differences. Oth¬ 
er children introduce their 
own challenges, including 
attention-deficit/hyperac¬ 
tivity disorder, autism, blind¬ 
ness and Down syndrome. 
“Differences provide not 
just beauty in life, but 
they’re important to the 
quality of the world we live 
in. It’s richer because of 
our differences. We're not 
lesser because of it. We’re 
stronger because of it. My 
book celebrates the many 


ways in which kids and 
adults are different and 
do things differently,” Soto¬ 
mayor said in an interview 
ahead of the book’s publi¬ 
cation. 

Sotomayor, who was ap¬ 
pointed to the Supreme 
Court by President Barack 
Obama in 2009, said she 
has wanted to write the 
book “forever” and that 
she was also motivated 
by hearing the stories of 
friends who have children 
with chronic conditions. 
One child, she said, was 
separated from other stu¬ 
dents at school when it 


Associated Press 

was time to eat because 
he had a host of allergies. 
Another friend’s child who 
has Tourette’s syndrome 
and therefore tics she can’t 
control was told she was 
badly behaved by a shop¬ 
per at a store. 

“Those experiences struck 
me as a reason for me to go 
ahead with the book that 
had been in my head,” So¬ 
tomayor said. She said she 
was particularly touched 
by a child in her life who, 
after learning about how 
Sotomayor had confronted 
diabetes, set up a study 
area in her room and said 


she wouldn’t let her own 
challenges stop her. 
Sotomayor, the Supreme 
Court’s first Latina justice, 
said she believes readers 
will see themselves or some¬ 
one they know in her book. 
And she noted that her 
book’s children are cultur¬ 
ally and ethnically diverse 
because “life challenges 
are not limited to one kind 
of people.” 

The book is illustrated by 
Rafael Lopez, who himself 
has dyslexia and a son with 
high-functioning autism. A 
child named Rafael in the 
book who has asthma is 
painting rocks, a subtle nod 
to the illustrator. Another 
subtlety, the book’s char¬ 
acter Vijay, who is deaf, is 
signing the word “grow” to 
a newly planted tree. 
Sotomayor has come out 
with a string of books over 
the last year. Her mem¬ 
oir, “My Beloved World,” 
came out in 2013. In 2018, 
she released a version for 
middle school readers and 
a picture book . Each of 
her books is also available 
in Spanish. 

Sotomayor said for now 
she's taking a book-writ¬ 
ing break, but she's mak¬ 
ing several book-related 
appearances before the 
court ends its summer re¬ 
cess and begins hearing 
arguments again Oct. 7.Q 


Oprah Winfrey launching wellness arena tour in early 2020 



In this May 15, 2019 file photo, Oprah Winfrey speaks at the 
Statue of Liberty Museum opening celebration at Battery Park 
in New York. 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — Oprah 
Winfrey is taking her moti¬ 
vational spirit on the road 
early next year with an 
arena tour to promote a 
healthier lifestyle. 

The former talk-show host 
and OWN television net¬ 
work chief announced 
Wednesday that the 
“Oprah’s 2020 Vision: Your 
Life in Focus” tour will be¬ 
gin Jan. 4 in Fort Lauder¬ 
dale, Florida. She is work¬ 
ing in conjunction with WW 
(Weight Watchers Reimag¬ 
ined) to offer a full-day of 
wellness conversations dur¬ 
ing the nine-city tour. She 
made the announcement 
on Facebook on Wednes¬ 
day. 

The tour will conclude in 


Denver on March 7. She 
will also make stops in Los 
Angeles; San Francisco: 
Atlanta; Dallas; Charlotte, 
North Carolina; Brooklyn, 


Associated Press 

New York; and St. Paul, Min¬ 
nesota. 

It’s her first national tour in 
five years. She has been 
to Canada and Australia 


more recently. Along with 
high-profile guests, Winfrey 
said she wants to empower 
audiences to tap into their 
potential. The names of her 
guests will be released at a 
later date. 

“What I know for sure is we 
can all come together to 
support a stronger, health¬ 
ier, more abundant life — 
focused on what makes us 
feel energized, connected 
and empowered,” Winfrey 
said in a statement. “As I 
travel the country, my hope 
for this experience is to mo¬ 
tivate others to let 2020 be 
the year of transformation 
and triumph — beginning 
first and foremost with what 
makes us well. This is the 
year to move forward, let’s 
make it happen in 2020.” 
Winfrey has held other suc¬ 


cessful speaking tours, in¬ 
cluding “Oprah’s The Life 
You Want Weekend" in 
2014. “Oprah's Lifeclass" 
was a show. 

During her upcoming tour, 
Winfrey will talk about her 
wellness journey with at¬ 
tendees and help develop 
their 2020 action plan. She 
will also share the latest in 
wellness research and inter¬ 
active workbook exercises. 
Each tour stop will feature 
Winfrey in a one-on-one 
interview with a celebrity 
guest. 

“This is an extraordinary op¬ 
portunity for (WW) to do 
what we do best: bring 
communities of people to¬ 
gether with a shared goal 
of health and wellness,” 
said Mindy Grossman, pres¬ 
ident and CEO of WW.Q 
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In new Hulu series, RZA dives deep into the Wu-Tang ‘Saga’ 


By JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 
Associated Press 
BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. (AP) — 

RZA could have created a 
Wu-Tang Clan biopic like 
the NWA-based “Straight 
Outta Compton” film, 
but felt the nine-member 
rap group needed more 
room to tell their story. That 
meant heading to televi¬ 
sion and finding the right 
actors to reenact the influ¬ 
ential group’s rise and rap 
as them. 


The Wu-Tang mastermind 
and producer dives deep 
into the maturation of the 
Clan in the upcoming Hulu 
drama series “Wu-Tang: An 
American Saga ," which 
will premiere the first three 
episodes Sept. 4. Seven 
more episodes will arrive in 
the weeks that follow. 

The series delves into how 
the New York-based col¬ 
lective straddled between 
the music and crime life 
during the crack cocaine 
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This July 26, 2019 photo shows Wu-Tang Clan member RZA, 
an executive producer of the Hulu miniseries “Wu-Tang: An 
American Saga,” posing for a portrait during the 2019 Television 
Critics Association Summer Press Tour at the Beverly Hilton in 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


epidemic in the 1990s. 

“The Wu-Tang story is vast 
and you really couldn’t 
contain it in a two or three 
hour movie,” said RZA, 
who created the series 
with screenwriter Alex Tse. 
“Now, in a serial form, we 
can take our time and tell 
our story. The high and low 
nuances of it. Hopefully, it'll 
inform, entertain and in¬ 
spire.” 

Wu-Tang went from being 
a group of local rappers in 
Staten Island, New York, to 
become one of the most 
prominent hip-hop troupes 
after releasing their critical¬ 
ly-acclaimed 1993 debut 
album “Enter the Wu-Tang 
(36 Chambers).” The group 
included RZA, GZA, Meth¬ 
od Man, Ghostface Killah, 
Raekwon, Inspectah Deck, 
U-God, Masta Killa, the late 
Ol' Dirty Bastard and long¬ 
time collaborator Cappa- 
donna. Some of the mem¬ 
bers branched out into solo 
careers through Wu-Tang’s 
success. Raekwon, GZA, 
O.D.B., Ghostface Killah 
and Method Man released 
successful solo studio al¬ 
bums while RZA continued 
to make a name for himself 
as a producer, actor and 
director. 

The series stars Shameik 
Moore as Raekwon, Ashton 


Sanders as RZA and rap¬ 
pers Dave East and TJ At¬ 
oms as Method Man and 
O.D.B, respectively. It also 
stars newcomers Siddiq 
Saunderson as Ghostface 
Killah and Johnell Young as 
GZA. RZA said the template 
for the 10-episode series 
was inspired by the books 
he co-wrote, “The Wu- 
Tang Manual” and “Tao of 
Wu." A four-part Showtime 
docuseries called “Wu- 
Tang: Of Mies and Men" 
aired a few months ago, 
but he says the new Hulu 
series will highlight certain 
members’ backstories be¬ 
fore their collective rise to 
fame. Tse said Wu-Tang 
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built a global brand that’s 
still relevant. 

“It’s one of the most unusu¬ 
al and unlikely American 
success stories, ever,” said 
Tse, who co-wrote the su¬ 
perhero film “Watchmen" 
and 2018’s “Superfly.” "It 
couldn’t really happen 
anywhere else. I don’t think 
nine dudes from the U.K. 
could come together and 
call themselves Wu-Tang. 
That’s the only stuff that 
happens in America.” 

RZA said he enjoyed 
watching the actors por¬ 
tray himself and his friends. 
He said the filming process 
took him down memory 
lane. □ 


Whitney create poignant, bittersweet album 


By RAGAN CLARK 
Associated Press 

Whitney, “Forever Turned 
Around,” (Secretly Cana¬ 
dian) 

Indie-rock duo Whitney 
may have a light, easy 
sound, but that isn't an in¬ 
dication of the themes they 
touch on or emotions they 
evoke. The pair peaked in¬ 
terest in their debut album 
“Light Upon the Lake,” 
and with “Forever Turned 
Around,” they’ve proved 
that the success of their first 
wasn’t a fluke. 

Comprised of Julien Eh¬ 
rlich and Max Kakacek, 
the mid-20-year-olds write 
well beyond their years. 
The 10-track sophomore 
album is one that is both 
melancholy and hopeful, 
contemplating the imper¬ 
manence of both love and 
being. 


Ehrlich’s distinctive cooing 
falsetto paired with horns 
on songs like “Giving Up” 
and “Friend of Mine" gives 
their sound its youthful feel, 
while lines such as “I don’t 
feel alive but I’ve been liv¬ 
ing” ground the album in 
reality. 

The lyrics are both vulnera¬ 
ble and resolute, with cho¬ 
ruses that are often aston¬ 
ishingly simple— the rep¬ 
etition of two to five words 
sung gently by Ehrlich. 
Simple words follow poi¬ 
gnant lines such as in “Val¬ 
leys (My Love)" when a 
chorus of “my love” echoes 
after Ehrlich sings, “I feel like 
I'm holding on/To a place 
in your heart that’s long 
gone.” 

The album is full of sound, 
coloring cozy guitar riffs 
and twinkling keys with 
strings and brass. 



This cover image released 
by Secretly Canadian shows 
“Forever Turned Around,” a 
release by Whitney. 

Associated Press 
The title track is a shining 
example of what Whitney 
is capable of, allowing the 
listener to drink in the bit¬ 
tersweet sound of a song 
that is both beautiful in 
composition and wary in 
tone. “The highs keep fall¬ 
ing back down/But it gets 
no better thinking about/ 
The way forever turned 
around. ”□ 
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Filmmaker Nate Parker apologizes for being ‘tone deaf’ 



Director Nate Parker, left, and actor Shane Paul McGhie pose for photographers at the photo call 
for the film ‘American Skin' at the 76th edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, Sunday, 
Sept. 1,2019. 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 
VENICE, Italy (AP) — Three 
years ago, filmmaker Nate 
Parker came under scrutiny 
for a rape allegation from 
his college days that essen¬ 
tially derailed the release of 
his Nat Turner film “The Birth 
of a Nation.” 

Now, with a new film about 
police brutality debuting 
at the Venice Film Inter¬ 
national Film Festival, he is 
apologizing for how he re¬ 
sponded then. 

“Standing here today at 
39, the reality is I was quite 
tone deaf... to a lot of the 
things that happened in 
the climate,” Parker said at 
a small news conference in 
Venice on Sunday. “My re¬ 
sponse obviously hurt a lot 
of people, frustrated and 
angered a lot of people 
and I apologize.” 

The film's inclusion in this 
year’s festival, which also 
saw the premiere of a new 
Roman Polanski film, was 
criticized by some who 
saw it as incongruous with 
the progress that has been 
made in the culture in the 
#MeToo era. The #MeToo 
movement, which refer¬ 
ences a Twitter hashtag 
used by victims to acknowl¬ 
edge experiences of sexu¬ 
al assault and harassment, 
gained international mo¬ 
mentum in October 2017 
after dozens of women ac¬ 
cused movie mogul Harvey 
Weinstein of sexual miscon¬ 
duct. 


Parker was accused of 
sexual assault when he 
was a sophomore at Penn 
State University. Although 
he was acquitted, the in¬ 
cident emerged in the 
press around the release 
of “The Birth of a Nation," a 
film which many expected 
to win awards. Parker re¬ 
sponded then saying he 
was “falsely accused” and 
had been “vindicated” 
by the court. A remorse¬ 
ful Parker was seated 
alongside Spike Lee, who 
is supporting the film, and 
producers Mark Burg and 
Tarak Ben Ammar hours be¬ 
fore his new film premieres 


at the festival to some 650 
people. 

“I’m still learning and grow¬ 
ing and still feeling the 
need to make films that 
speak to things that need 
to change in our country 
and the world," Parker said. 
“And this topic was very 
dear to me.” 

The new film, “American 
Skin,” stars Parker as an 
ex-Marine who sees his un¬ 
armed 14-year-old son mur¬ 
dered by a police officer 
during a traffic stop. When 
the courts fail to hold the 
officer responsible, Parker's 
character Lincoln Jefferson 
decides to seek justice in 
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his own way. Parker was in¬ 
spired to write the film after 
Michael Brown was killed in 
Ferguson, Missouri. 

“I haven’t had a film that’s 
affected me this deeply in 
a while,” said Lee, who of¬ 
fered to help Parker in any 
way that he could. “This is 
a very important film and I 
wanted to be part of it ... 
Art can affect people’s be¬ 
havior good or bad. And 
it is my hope that this film 
deals with the very serious 
problem with police and 
brown and black people in 
the United States of Ameri¬ 
ca." 

Lee said he had no reser¬ 


vations putting his name 
behind Parker's. 

“It's a move forward. Nate 
is in here. He’s not hiding. 
He’s answering all ques¬ 
tions,” Lee said. “This is only 
Nate’s second feature film, 
there’s a lot more in him.” 
The producers didn’t hesi¬ 
tate to back a film from 
Parker either, even con¬ 
sidering the fact that “The 
Birth of a Nation" fizzled in 
theaters and didn’t even 
make back its acquisition 
price. Next week, they’ll 
take the film to the Toronto 
International Film Festival 
to screen for distributors in 
hope of securing a release 
plan. 

“In Europe we didn’t know 
what was going on with 
Nate Parker,” Ammar said, 
who called Parker’s agent 
after being moved by “The 
Birth of a Nation." ‘’All I 
cared about is the power 
of the filmmaker, actor, 
writer, director.” 

In the film, Parker brings 
together all sides to have 
a “real conversation” be¬ 
tween those supporting 
the police and those feel¬ 
ing persecuted by law en¬ 
forcement. 

“What I wanted to do was 
really force the conversa¬ 
tion,” he said. “This film isn't 
about those two sides. It's 
about being the bridge 
between those two sides... 
and being able to talk on 
the level about what they 
see and what they feel ev¬ 
ery day.'O 


Franco Columbu, bodybuilder and Schwarzenegger friend, dies 



In this April 26, 1986 file photo, maid of Honor Caroline Kennedy 
and Best Man Franco Columbu, leave St. Francis Xavier Church 
after the wedding of Caroline’s cousin Maria Shriver to Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in Hyannis, Mass. 
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By GIADA ZAMPANO 
Associated Press 
ROME (AP) — Italian body¬ 
builder, boxer and actor 
Franco Columbu, one of 
Arnold Schwarzenegger’s 
closest friends, has died in 
his native Sardinia. He was 
78. 

Columbu died at John Paul 
II hospital in the city of Ol- 
bia after he became ill 
while swimming in the sea, 
the hospital said. 

He lived in Los Angeles for 
years but was vacationing 
in Sardinia. 

Schwarzenegger, a body¬ 
builder before he turned 
to acting, posted a warm 
farewell on Twitter about 


the man he called “my best 
friend.” He often referred to 
Columbu as the strongest 
man he ever knew, 

The two men built an endur¬ 
ing friendship after meeting 
in Germany 54 years ago. 

“I love you Franco. I will 
always remember the joy 
you brought to my life, the 
advices you gave me, and 
the twinkle in your eye that 
never disappeared,” the 
move star and former Cali¬ 
fornia governor wrote. 

After starting his career 
as a boxer, Columbu pro¬ 
gressed into Olympic 
weightlifting, powerlifting, 
and later bodybuilding, 
winning the prestigious title 


of Mr. Olympia in 1976 and 
1981. 

Besides his athletic career, 
Columbu acted for TV 
shows series and in mov¬ 
ies. He appeared in three 
of Schwarzenegger's films: 
“The Terminator,” “’The 
Running Man" and “Conan 
the Barbarian." 

Sylvester Stallone also re¬ 
membered Columbu in a 
tweet. 

“The greatest and strongest 
bodybuilder I have ever 
met has passed... He taught 
me many things that I have 
applied throughout my life - 
We will NEVER HAVE A MAN 
LIKE THIS AGAIN,” the actor 
tweeted. □ 
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Vegetarians gaining ground in carnivorous Argentina 



People eat at “La Reverde” vegan restaurant in Buenos Aires, Argentina, Friday, Aug. 30, 2019. 
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By DEBORA REY 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — A fight is on over 
the Argentine identity, pit¬ 
ting a growing number of 
vegetarians and vegans 
against meat-eaters in a 
country known for its abun¬ 
dant beef, gaucho cow¬ 
boys and sacred “asado" 
barbecues. 

The weekend “asados" 
bring together families and 
friends and are a source 
of national pride in this 
South American country, 
which traditionally battles 
neighboring Uruguay for 
world leader in per-capita 
beef consumption. But this 
carnivorousness is being 
threatened by rising sup¬ 
port for vegetarianism and 
veganism among Argen¬ 
tines, particularly the young 
and millennials, and grow¬ 
ing militancy by activists. 

A recent private online 
questionnaire found that 
six of every 10 Argentines 
are disposed to stop eating 
beef, a figure that alarmed 
ranchers who are already 
struggling through an eco¬ 
nomic crisis. The cultural 
divide came to a head 
several weeks ago when 
anti-animal cruelty activists 
interrupted an exhibition 
of the Buenos Aires Rural 
Society and were met by 
ranchers, some dressed in 
traditional gaucho outfits, 
who charged at them on 
horses with whips. 

The younger generations 
“have grown up amid the 
debate over abortion in 
Congress; inclusion, gender 
equality ... These collec¬ 
tive questions have started 
to gain weight in decisions 
about the purchase of 
foods,” said Adrian Bifaret- 
ti, head of marketing at 
the Institute for the Promo¬ 
tion of Beef and author of 
the online survey and focus 
group that found a wide¬ 
spread readiness to give up 
beef. Bifaretti said the find¬ 
ings are based on doing 
a survey of 1,100 people 
every two months in a poll 
with a margin of error of 
three percentage points. 

A July report by Argentina’s 
Chamber of Commerce 
for Beef and its Derivatives 
said Argentines are con¬ 
suming on average 50 kilo¬ 


grams (110 pounds) of beef 
a year, what it called the 
lowest level in the history 
of this country, where cat¬ 
tle brought by the Spanish 
centuries ago thrived on 
vast prairies knows as pam¬ 
pas. 

“This concern about cruelty 
and the slaughter is here 
and is going to be felt,” 
Bifaretti said, adding that 
trends seen in other parts of 
the world are arriving in Ar¬ 
gentina. “It is starting to be 
a challenge.” 

Much of the anti-beef ac¬ 
tivism comes from vegans. 
Lying on the grass, Melisa 
Lobo stroked the snout of 
Apollo, a weeks-old black 
calf about the size of a 
Labrador dog. Nearby, 
goats, sheep, chickens and 
ducks roamed and social¬ 


ized at “Wild Sanctuary,” 
two hectares (nearly five 
acres) of land an hour from 
Buenos Aires. 

“In the sanctuary, animals 
live out their entire lives," 
said Lobo, a 28-year-old 
vegan, who calls each of 
the 300 animals in the sanc¬ 
tuary by name, except for 
the chickens “because 
they are all very similar.” 
While a plump sheep 
named Bruno suspiciously 
approached the visitors 
interviewing Lobo, a goat 
tried to get the attention of 
the humans by displaying 
its horns. 

“A person who is in contact 
with a dog or a cat knows 
that the animal feels, knows 
that they like to be pam¬ 
pered, knows when they 
are hungry, thirsty, cold or 


what hurts when they get 
hurt,” Lobo said. “But peo¬ 
ple not so close to them 
don't know or don't want 
to know that they are sen¬ 
tient beings.” 

Veganism, a current that 
emerged in London during 
World War II, is based on a 
diet free of animal prod¬ 
ucts, unlike vegetarians 
who accept the intake of 
milk or eggs. Vegans also 
reject all forms of animal 
exploitation, whether as la¬ 
bor, or for clothing, cosmet¬ 
ics, transportation, sports or 
scientific experimentation. 
“You receive meat on your 
plate and you don’t think 
about how it got there,” 
Lobo said. “I always liked 
my meat rare and I never 
imagined that the blood 
was fluid from the animal’s 
muscle.” 

There is no official figure in 
Argentina, but Bifaretti’s 
institute estimates vegans 
and vegetarians represent 
7% to 8% of the population. 
When it is not yet dawn in 
Buenos Aires's Mataderos 
neighborhood, the white 
uniforms of workers in the 
refrigerated meat lock¬ 
ers are already stained 
red from the beef arriving 
from the nearby slaughter¬ 
houses. The district supplies 
much of the meat for the 
traditional “asados" that 
are consumed in restau¬ 
rants and homes in Argen¬ 
tina's capital. 

“Thank God, in Argentina 
and in these neighbor¬ 



A dish at “La Reverde” vegan restaurant in Buenos Aires, 
Argentina, Friday, Aug. 30, 2019. 
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hoods people still eat the 
asado on weekends but in 
the future it could get a bit 
complicated," said Diego 
Salvo, who runs The Best 
Butcher Shop, acknowl¬ 
edging the new trends 
against meat. 

Beef is so deeply ingrained 
in Argentina’s culture that 
vegan chefs need great 
ingenuity to adapt typical 
dishes to their menus. 

At La Reverde, the first 
vegan grill in Buenos Aires,, 
the house specialty resem¬ 
bles the country’s “bite de 
chorizo,” a popular cut of 
boneless beef cooked on a 
grill. But it is really a “seitan 
steak,” that is made from 
wheat gluten and ingredi¬ 
ents including beet puree 
and spices that help create 
a similar tone to beef. 

“I don't love eating ani¬ 
mals," said Melissa Aruj, a 
25-year-old after she fin¬ 
ished a seitan cut accom¬ 
panied by fries. “Without a 
doubt, I estimate that in 10 
to 15 years a large part (of 
the population) will be veg¬ 
etarian.” 

“I don’t know if they will be 
vegan,” she added. The 
change will be “little by 
little.” 

To some activists, just eat¬ 
ing vegan is not enough. 
They have stepped up their 
actions into militancy. 

A group of young people 
from the animal liberation 
group Voicot gathered on 
a recent Saturday to pro¬ 
test at the entrance to a 
slaughterhouse in Buenos 
Aires. 

“It makes me very sad. 
Words are not enough for 
me to apologize to the ani¬ 
mals because they have 
miserable lives. They are 
born with a date to die,” 
said one protester, Jazmin 
Romero, tears in her eyes. 
She wore a black shirt pro¬ 
claiming: “We are the spe¬ 
cies threatening to destroy 
everything.” 

On the other side of the di¬ 
vide, many Argentines see 
eating beef as part of their 
history and culture. 

“We aren’t talking about 
killing the animal for sport. 
The animal is being trans¬ 
formed into food,” said Bi¬ 
faretti. “It has been like this 
throughout the history of 
humanity.’O 














